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Foreword
The present issue of the Swiss American Historical Society Review represents a milestone in the history of the Swiss American Historical Society. In this issue we present for the first time our new book
series, which in future issues will continue to provide our readership
with many hours of intellectually engaging and stimulating reading.
The Board of Directors of the Swiss American Historical Society would like to take this opportunity to personally thank Dr. Robert
Sherwood, Associate Professor of History at Georgia Military College
in Milledgeville, Georgia, for agreeing to serve as our new Editor of
Book Reviews. This first selection of book reviews demonstrates Dr.
Sherwood's excellent discernment and his high level of devotion to the
Swiss American Historical Society. He has selected books which deal
with a wide variety of Swiss and Swiss American historical periods and
communities. We are deeply grateful for Dr. Sherwood's outstanding
service, and we look forward to the continuation of this tradition of interesting and informative book reviews from experts around the globe .
Secondly, the Board of Directors of the Swiss American Historical Society would also like to take this opportunity to personally thank
Dr. Bradford Sample, Vice President of Academic Affairs at Bryan College in Dayton, Tennessee, for consenting to allow us to reprint his fine
biographical essay on the life of William Jennings Bryan, the founder of
Bryan College, an important statesman and diplomat of the early Twentieth Century, and one of the co-founders of the United Nations. This
essay first appeared in the June 2012 issue of Bryan Life . We are certain
that our readership will be fascinated and edified by this thought provoking essay concerning this great American statesman and companion
of Count Leo Tolstoi.
Lastly, the Board of Directors of the Swiss American Historical
Society wishes to express its gratitude to Dr. Salome Ramseier and her
staff at the Embassy of Switzerland in Washington, D .C. They graciously consented to allow us to reprint the June 2012 issue of the Embassy
Newsletter, which you will find at the end of this issue of the Swiss
American Historical Society Review.
May this issue of the Swiss American Historical Society Review
provide you with many hours of enjoyable reading and intellectual edification.
H. Dwight Page
September 28, 2012
Dayton, Tennessee
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss3/13

4

et al.: Full Issue

Albert Einstein in Switzerland:
The Education of the Most Famous Swiss American
by Kurt Winkler

The most famous Swiss American, by far, was Albert Einstein. It is
well known that Einstein worked in Germany starting in 1914, but he
was forced to leave in 1933 as someone the Nazis had "not yet hanged,"
and he came to the United States where he taught at Princeton University for many years. However, Einstein had earlier lived in Switzerland
for many years. Even though he became an American citizen in 1940,
the great physicist retained ties to Switzerland, and he kept his Swiss
passport all his life . Einstein spent his most productive years in Switzerland where he matured, received his advanced education, fell in love
and married, made life-long friendships, formulated his most important ideas, and received his first academic position. The purpose of this
paper is to examine Einstein's life in Switzerland to understand better how his experiences there influenced his intellectual and emotional
development. 1
Albert Einstein was born in Ulm, Germany, on March 14, 1879,
but his family moved to Munich a year later where his father, Hermann,
pursued a career in the electrical business. In Munich, Albert started
his formal education and his intellectual expansion . Even though his
mother, Pauline, was concerned that her oldest child started to talk relatively late, he showed much ability, and the stories of Albert's slow
mental development have been exaggerated.2
1

For specific studies on Einstein in Switzerland, see Alexis Schwarzenbach, Das
verschmiihte Genie: Albert Einstein und die Schweiz (Miinchen: Deutsche Verlag , 2005)
and Carl Seelig, Albert Einstein und die Schweiz (Ziirich: Europa, 1952).
2
Important recent biographies include: Banesh Hoffmann and Helen Dukas , Albert
Einstein Creator and Rebel (New York: Viking, 1972); Roger Highfield and Paul Carter,
The Private Lives of Albert Einstein (New York: St. Martin , 1993); Dennis Brian, Einstein: A Life (New York: Willey, 1996); Dennis Overbye, Einstein in Love: a Scientific
Romance (New York: Viking, 2000); and Walter Isaacson, Einstein: His Life and Universe
(New York: Simon & Schuster, 2008).
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Pauline taught her son to play the violin beginning at age five. A
year later, Albert started formal violin lessons. He later said the instruction was tiresome, and he criticized it much as he would later complain
about the German school system. "I took violin lessons from age six to
fourteen, but had no luck with my teachers for whom music did not transcend mechanical practicing." He claimed that he only made real progress
at age thirteen, "after I had fallen in love with Mozart's sonatas."3
Einstein first attended school at age seven. He went to the Peterschule,
a Catholic elementary school near his home, where he was the only boy in
his class from the Jewish tradition. Einstein claimed that the school administration and the instructors did not persecute him, but the students were
another matter. "Among the children, anti-Semitism was alive particularly
at elementary school. It was based on the children's remarkable awareness
of racial characteristics and on impressions left from religious instruction.
Active attacks and verbal abuse on the way to and from school were frequent but usually not all that serious. They sufficed, however, to establish
an acute feeling of alienation already in childhood."4
Einstein attended secondary school at the Luitpold Gymnasium
starting at age nine, and he later complained bitterly about the nature
of the instruction. He found it dull and oppressive. "I preferred to endure all sorts of punishments rather than to learn gabble by rote." He
became morose, and he challenged his teachers . One of them even tried
to convince him to withdraw from the institution. "I was summoned by
my homeroom teacher who expressed the wish that I leave the school.
To my remark that I had done nothing amiss he replied only 'your mere
presence spoils the respect of the class for me ."' 5
While Hermann Einstein's firm enjoyed some success in Munich
initially, the business later failed, and its assets were liquidated in 1894.
The family then moved to Pavia, Italy, where Hermann again tried to set
up an electrical firm , but this venture also failed after two years. Albert
remained in Munich when his family went to Italy, but he later dropped
out of school to rejoin them. The story that Albert failed mathematics
as a student is folklore, and he did not leave the Luitpold Gymnasium for
3

Einstein as cited in Hoffmann and Dukas , p . 20.
Einstein to [Paul Nathan] Apr. 3, 1920, in The Collected Papers of Albert Einstein
(Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1987-) vol. 9: p. 304. Hereafter cited
as Einstein Papers .
5
Einstein in Highfield and Carter, p. 15 , and Einstein in Hoffmann and Dukas, p. 25.
4
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academic reasons. He had very
good grades in math, and he later
laughed at the story of failure . "I
never failed in mathematics," he
asserted, "before I was fifteen I
had mastered differential and integral calculus ." 6
Einstein left the Gymnasium
and Germany for other reasons.
He was likely fleeing the rigid
school structure, and he was also
clearly trying to avoid mandatory military service; which would
start at age seventeen. Not only
had he left the country, claiming
that he would not return, but he
Albert Einstein in 1896.
renounced his German citizenship
Credit: Eidgenossiche Technische
Hochschule Zurich.
as well. Albert's parents were concemed about their son's academic future because he had just dropped out of school, but he reassured
them by applying for admittance into the Swiss Federal Polytechnical
School (Eidgenossische Polytechnische Schute) in Zurich, one of the
most prestigious technical institutions in Europe. Albert was allowed
to take the entrance examination when he was two years younger than
the normal acceptance age of eighteen, and when he had not achieved
the certificate (Matura) for completing his secondary education.
Albert took the test in Zurich in October 1895 . He did well in
mathematics and science, but he failed the examination overall. Perhaps recognizing that the young student had promise, the instructors at
the Polytechnical school advised him to get his Matura and reapply in
another year. One of them, Dr. Heinrich Weber, suggested that Einstein
could attend his lectures without being formally enrolled, but this was
impractical because Einstein still had to prepare himself to be admitted
into the institution. He enrolled at the technical division of the nearby
canton school in Aarau on October 26, 1895 .7
6
7

Einstein in Brian, p. 281.
Highfield and Carter, pp . 20-21 .
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Einstein's experience in Aarau was very positive on his social
and educational development. He described Aarau as "an unforgettable
oasis in that European oasis, Switzerland." Albert's younger sister, Maria,
also praised the school, stating that the "pupils were treated individually."
'.'More emphasis was placed on independent thought than on punditry, and
young people saw the teacher not as a figure of authority, but, alongside
the student, a man of distinct personality." Albert also loved the school
and its approach to learning, which was very different from the system in
Germany which he so disliked. "When compared to six years' schooling
at a German authoritarian gymnasium," Einstein later confessed, "it made
me clearly realize how much superior an education based on free action
and personal responsibility is to one relying on outward authority." 8
At Aarau, the young genius used this approach of free thinking to
ponder the most fertile question of his entire career. This was an idea
"upon which I had already hit at the age of sixteen." He asked himself
the question of what the world would look like, "If I pursue a beam of
light." Historians of science have often changed this question to what
everything would look like if he "rode" on a beam of light. He kept
working on this idea for ten years until he published his special theory
of relativity in 1905 .9
Einstein attended school in Aarau for three semesters. During that
time, he lived with Jost Winteler, a professor of history and Greek at
the school, and his family. Jost's wife, Pauline, was kind and charitable,
and the Wintelers accepted Einstein almost as a member of the family.
Einstein soon called Pauline, "Mamer/" (Mom or Mommy). For years,
the young scholar wrote affectionate letters addressed to "Mommy." He
recalled the many "lovely hours" he spent with her. He thanked her for
"all the love you have given me," and he often ended his letters with,
"Thousand greetings and kisses_" 10
Einstein also became enamored with Marie, one of the three
daughters among the seven Winteler children. Marie was reportedly

8

Maria and Albert Einstein in Isaacson , p. 26 .
"Ein solches Prinzip ergab sich nach zehn Jahren Nachdenkens aus einem Paradoxon, auf das ich schon mit 16 Jahren gestossen bin: Wenn ich einem Lichtstrahl nacheile ...." Albert Einstein "Autobiographical Notes," in Albert Einstein: Philospher-Scientist (New York: Harper, 1959), pp. 52-3.
10
Einstein to Pauline Winteler [May 1897, June 7, 1897, and Sept. II, 1899), Einstein Papers vol. I: pp. 32-34, 134-35 .
9
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the most attractive of the girls, and Albert soon established a special
relationship with her. 11 She was two years older than he, but she was
lively and knew how to brighten the day of her dear friend. They also
shared an interest in music. They played duets in which Einstein played
the violin, and Marie played the piano. With the cheerfulness of young
love, they enjoyed each other's company. When Einstein went on a field
trip to the Toggenburg Valley of Switzerland in the summer of 1896,
he wrote to her about his feelings . He called her "sweet little angel,"
assured her that "love brings much happiness," and testified his affections, "You mean more to my soul than the whole world did before." He
added playfully that she was the "insignificant silly little sweetheart that
knows nothing and understands nothing." 12 This tease seemed innocent
enough, but Marie's lack of intellectual promise was probably one of
the reasons why Einstein lost interest in her.
Einstein went to Zurich in October 1896, and his friendship with
Marie soon soured. He even became irritated by her letters and gifts.
Even though she tried to maintain the relationship, Einstein ended it.
He explained to Pauline Winteler in May 1897 that he regretted hurting
Marie, "the dear child." He wrote that "intellectual work" would get
him through "life's troubles," and he wished he "were able to give some
of this to the good child_" 13
Marie led an unhappy life, and she seemed to suffer from mental
illness . In the following years, she was often sick from work, and she
married Alb'e rt Mi.iller in 1911. They divorced in 1927, and she died
in a mental asylum in 1957. The Winteler family suffered many other
tragedies . One of the boys, Julius, went to America as a sea cook, but
he returned to Switzerland in 1906, became deranged , and shot Pauline
dead. Julius then killed Ernst Bandi, his sister's husband, before committing suicide. 14
Einstein gained admittance into the Polytechnical School in Zurich and started his studies there in October 1896. He praised his opportunities to expand his skill in math, but he was more interested in physics. As he admitted later, "There I had excellent teachers (for example,
11
Einstein's relationships with women are discussed in Dennis Overbye, Einstein in
Love: a Scientific Romance (New York : Viking , 2000) .
12
Einstein to Marie Winteler [Apr. 21 1896] in Einstein Papers vol. I: pp . 12- 13.
13
Einstein to Pauline Winteler [May? 1897] in Einstein Papers vol. I: pp . 32-33 .
14
Highfield and Carter, pp. 23-24 , 32 .
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Hurwitz, Minkowski), so that I really could have gotten a sound mathematical education. However, I worked most of the time in the physical
laboratory, fascinated by the direct contact with experience." 15 However,
Einstein enjoyed Heinrich Weber's lectures on physics and eventually
took fifteen courses from him. "Weber lectured on heat (temperature,
heat quantities, thermal motion, dynamic theory of gasses) with great
mastery. I am looking forward from one of his lectures to the next." 16
Einstein's life in Zurich was also very important in areas outside
of education, because he established two of the most important associations of his life. He met and became very good friends with Marcel
Grossmann, who had relations in high places, and it was Grossmann's
connections that got Einstein his job at the Swiss Patent Office in Bern.
Einstein also met his dear friend, Michele Angelo Besso, at this time.
Six years older than Einstein, Besso had already graduated from the
Polytechnical School and was working as an engineer. He also had a
Jewish background, and Besso had a close relationship with the Winteler family, marrying Anna, one of the Winteler daughters. The depth
of Einstein's friendship with Besso was demonstrated by the fact that
229 letters between the two men have been found . Coincidentally, both
men died only one month apart in 1955. 17
Mileva Marie', who later became Einstein's first wife, also enrolled at the Polytechnical School in Zurich in October of 1896. Mileva
was born on Dec. 19, 1875, and she was more than three years older
than Einstein. Her family were Serbs who lived in the Austro-Hungarian Empire, but they spoke German in the home. As a young woman
in a school system that was prejudiced against her gender, Mileva was
among the first females to get admitted to schools where only boys
had been allowed to enroll, and she attended the Royal Classical High
School (Gymnasium) which had formerly been for boys only. The male
students at the school probably harassed Mileva, but she graduated in
1894. She took advantage of the Swiss schools that were famous for their
excellence, and they also presented fewer obstacles to women. When
15

"Dort hatte ich vortreffliche Lehrer (z.8. Hurwitz, Mikowski), so dass ich eigentlich eine tiefe mathematische Ausbildung hiitte erlangen konnen. /ch aber arbeitete die
meiste Zeit im physikalischen Laboratorium, fasciniert durch die direkte Beriihrung mit
der Erfahrung." Einstein "Autobiographical Notes," pp . 14-15.
16
Einstein to Mileva Marie' [Feb. 16, 1898] in Einstein Papers vol. I: p. 123.
17
lsaacson, pp. 27, 61.
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she was admitted to the University of Zurich as a medical
student in the spring of 1896,
that institution of higher learning had first enrolled women
only thirty-one years earlier in
1865. 18 Also in 1867, it was the
first university in all of Europe
to grant a woman a Ph.D.
Mileva probably became
acquainted with Einstein soon
after she switched her studies
from medicine at the university
to mathematics and physics at
the Polytechnical School in the
fall of 1896. They took classes
Mileva Maric'in 1896.
together in the first semester,
Credit: Schweizerische Landesbibliothek,
Bern, Switzerland.
and within a year they had
established a special relationship . When Mileva went to Heidelberg in 1897 to continue her studies,
they exchanged letters. Einstein clearly missed her, and he urged her to
return to Zurich. 19
Their correspondence gave insights into their relationship. At the
time, Einstein was a handsome , heathy, and energetic young man at the
height of his vigor. In contrast, Mileva was not considered attractive,
and one friend even called her ugly. She was short, walked with a limp,
and had suffered some kind of lung ailment, perhaps tuberculosis, that
made her sickly. One of the reasons she came to Zurich might have been
to improve her health by breathing the clean mountain air in the Alps
nearby. Einstein's interest in Mileva surprised at least one of his friends
who admitted, "I should never have the courage to marry a woman unless .she was absolutely sound." To which Einstein responded, "But she
has such a lovely voice." 20

18

Highfield and Carter, pp . 34-39 .
See Mileva Marie' to Einstein [Oct. 20, 1897] and Einstein to Mileva Marie' [Feb.
16, 1898] in Einstein Papers vol. 1: pp . 34-35 and pp . 123-24.
20
Highfield and Carter, p. 45 .
19
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Mileva was very different than Marie Winteler in personality and
education. While Einstein thought Marie had little knowledge and understanding, Mileva was intellectually exciting. Einstein and Mileva
wrote to each other about their courses of study, about the lectures
they attended, and they also exchanged ideas. He urged her to return
to Zurich, which she did in 1898. She took an apartment near his, and
they spent much time together studying, reading aloud, and engaging in
intellectual discussions. 21
In the next few years, the salutations in Einstein's letters to
Mileva hinted at a deepening relationship. In 1898, he addressed her
as "Esteemed Miss_" In 1899, the greetings had gone to "Dear Dolly" and "Dear Sweet Dolly_" In 1900, he wrote to her as "My dearest
Dolly_" 22 The couple shared an interest in music and in simple pleasures like drinking coffee. Mileva also overlooked Einstein's tendency
to be absent minded. He often buttoned his shirts improperly, and he
was constantly forgetting his umbrella or keys. Einstein often woke up
his landlady at all hours when he called to her, "It's Einstein, I've forgotten my keys again." Mileva started to look after him much like she
had cared for her younger siblings when growing up .
Even though Mileva was Einstein's main romantic interest, he was
still flirtatious, and he enjoyed interacting with other young women.
These included Anna Schmid to whom he wrote a poem with the lines,
"Including a kiss on your tiny little mouth." He played duets with Susanne Markwalder, and he corresponded with Julia Niggli who was a
friend he had known in Aarau . He even invited Julia for an apparent
rendezvous in a hotel, a suggestion which shocked her. 23
Mileva and Einstein took their final examinations at the Polytechnical School in July 1900. They had studied together, and each of them
wrote a similar thesis on heat conduction. Five students took the test at
that time, and both Einstein and Mileva did poorer than the others. Out
of a possible 24 on the theses, Einstein and Mileva got only 18 and 16
respectively while the others got 20 or better. The average grade of the
21
Mileva Marie to Einstein [Oct. 20 , 1897] and Einstein to Mileva Marie [Feb. 16,
1898] in Einstein Papers vol. I: pp. 34-35 and pp. 123-24. See also Isaacson, pp . 42-44.
22 Einstein to Mileva Marie Einstein Papers vol. I: pp . I 24-25, 129, 130, 132, 13536, 141 .
23
Highfield and Carter, pp. 51-53. See also Einstein to Julia Niggli [July 28, Aug .
6?, and Sept. 11, I 899] in Einstein Papers vol. I: pp. 127-30 and pp. I 33-34.
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other students on their other tests were 5 .14, 5 .23, and 5 .45 out of a possible 6 points. Einstein's average was 4.91 and Mileva's was 4.00. Passing was believed to be 5 or close to it. As the examiner reported, "Based
on these results, the Conference of Examiners move that diplomas be
granted to candidates Ehrat, Grossman, Kollros, and Einstein, but not to
Miss Maric'." 24 Einstein had barely squeaked by, but Mileva had failed.
Mileva could have been treated unfairly because of her gender, but she
also could have reached the limit of her stamina. However, Einstein
continued to enjoy Mileva's intellect, and her academic setback did
little to quell his interest in her.
At first, Einstein's mother, Pauline, considered her son's relationship with Mileva as one of his inconsequential romantic interests, yet as
the friendship continued, Pauline became more alarmed, and she feared
her son might marry the girl. Einstein's mother never fully explained
what she did not like about Mileva, but Pauline clearly tried to get her
son to end the relationship. The matter came to a head when Einstein
met his mother at a spa in Sarnen, Switzerland, shortly after he took
his examinations. Pauline asked him about his relationship with Mileva
whom she called "Dolly," but Einstein corrected his mother and called
Mileva "my wife."
His response set off an impressive "scene." "Mama threw herself
on the bed, buried her head in the pillow, and cried like a child." His
mother ranted, "You are ruining your future and blocking your path
through life." "That woman cannot gain entrance to a decent family." Pauline continued the next day arguing, "She's a book like you
- but you ought to have a wife." Referring to Mileva's age, his mother
continued, "When you'll be 30, she'll be an old hag." 25 Einstein was
unmoved by Pauline's performance, and he continued his relationship
with Mileva .
Having passed his final examination, Einstein hoped to get employment at the Polytechnical School, but the coveted positions went
to others. He then applied to numerous universities around Europe only
to be disappointed. Einstein finally believed that the references sent by
Dr. Heinrich Weber were negative and kept him from finding work. Weber had become irritated with the young scholar who attended lectures

24

25

Adolf Hurwitz to Hermann Bleuler, July 27, 1900, in Einstein Papers 1: p. 141.
Einstein to Mileva Marie [July 29? 1900] in Einstein Papers vol. I: pp. 141-42.
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sporadically and whose attitude was far too self-serving. Einstein's
admiration for his one-time mentor had soured considerably since the
early days at the school. The young scholar began to think that Weber
was more interested in lecturing on old, out-of-date theories rather than
addressing the latest scientific developments. This resulted in Einstein's
diminished respect for the man, and the young scholar's irritation became obvious . At one point, the professor scolded him, "You'll never let
yourself be told anything." Einstein further annoyed the man by calling
him casually "Herr Weber" (Mr. Weber) rather than the more formal
and polite "Herr Professor" (Mr. Professor) .26
While Einstein was looking for work, he finally received his
Swiss citizenship in February 1901. He had been without a country
for four years, and his citizenship meant that he could then remain in
Switzerland even if he could not find work. Even though he had given
up German citizenship to avoid military service, he reported for military training as a Swiss citizen in March 1901. According to his medical examination, he suffered from varicose veins, sweaty feet, and flat
feet. The "decision of the examining commission" was that Einstein
was "Unfit A" which rejected him from military service.27 He then had
all the advantages of Swiss citizenship without the burden of military
service.
After a vacation with Einstein in the Alps in May 1901, Mileva
became pregnant. At that time, Einstein was seeking permanent employment, and his economic prospects had not yet materialized. Apparently, he never seriously considered marriage to Mileva at that time . He
hoped to find work as a patent clerk in Bern, and the stigma of fathering
an illegitimate child would have hampered his employability, so the
couple decided that their baby was a liability. During the later stages of
Mileva's pregnancy, Einstein kept his distance because it would have
been scandalous if they had been seen together in public. Mileva went
home to her family and gave birth to a baby girl sometime in late January 1902, whom Mileva called "Lieser!," which was a diminutive form
of Liese (Elizabeth).28
Einstein took a keen interest in the baby, and he wrote to Mileva
asking many questions . "Is she healthy and does she already cry prop26

Highfield and Carter, pp. 65, 69 .
Service Book, March I 3, I 90 I , in Einstein Papers vol. I: pp. 158-59.
28
Isaacson, pp . 72-77.
27 Military
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erly? What kind of little eyes does she have? Whom does she resemble
more? Who is giving her milk? Is she hungry?" He added, "I love her so
much and I don't even know her yet_" 29 These sentiments were those of
a happy father anxious to see his child, but they were odd coming from
a man who soon gave his baby away.
Einstein probably never saw his daughter, and what happened to
the child remains a mystery. Maleva's family kept any mention of the
child from civic or church records, and her very existence has only been
recently established. Michele Zackheim did a careful study _on the girl
and concluded, "It is my belief that Lieserl Einstein-Marie', born with a
mental handicap, died at the age of twenty-one months of scarlet fever
. .. on September 15, 1903." Other scholars disagree, and they argue
that the question of the child's fate remains unresolved. 30
Einstein went to Bern to wait for his position at the Swiss Patent
Office, and he tried to support himself by giving lessons on physics . His efforts provided little remuneration, but his teaching helped
him meet Maurice Solovine, a Romanian studying at the University of
Bern , and Conrad Habicht, a former student at the Zurich Polytechnical School. These young intellectuals soon called themselves the
"Olympia Academy," and they enjoyed reading classic works of philosophy, literature, and science which they often discussed at length.
Einstein began his employment at the Swiss Patent Office in Bern
in June 1902, and Mileva soon joined him, but Lieserl was not with
her. Einstein's father finally gave his consent to the marriage, and the
couple were wed in a simply ceremony in the Bern city offices on
January 6, 1903. Solovine and Habicht were the official witnesses, and
the only celebration was an evening meal at a restaurant. There was
no honeymoon. A quaint story relates that when Mileva and Einstein
went to their apartment, they discovered that Einstein had accidentally
locked them out. 31
The couple soon lived at Kramgasse 49 in the picturesque
Medieval section of Bern where a small Einstein museum is now
located . He only lived a few hundred yards from the famous
29

Einstein to Mileva Marie [Feb. 4. 1902] in Einstein Papers vol. I: p. 191 .
Michele Zackheim, Einstein 's Daughter: the Search for Lieser/ (New York: Riverhead, 1999), p. 252 . See lssacson, pp. 86-88, Overbye, p. 107, and Highfield and Carter,
pp. 90-95.
31
Highfield and Carter, pp . 99-100 .
30
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Famous medieval clock tower in Bern, Switzerland.
Credit: Mike Lehmann in Wikipedia .
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Medieval clock tower in Bern, the Zytglogge, and he went past it
going to and from work every day. When he was contemplating time
as part of his theories of relativity, he probably visualized that clock
in his mind. Following the Swiss custom, Einstein placed his name
on the door of his apartment, but his friend, Habicht, made a joke
of it. He placed a sign on the door which read, "Albert Ritter von
5teissbein ." Roughly translated it meant, "Albert Knight of the buttocks ." The Steissbein is the human tail bone . Einstein and Mileva
reportedly laughed at the joke until they were breathless. Their first
son, Hans Albert , was born on May 14, 1904, and Mileva's family
finally accepted the marriage at that point. 32
Einstein worked six days a week at the patent office, and he
arrived daily at 8 AM. He did not find the work dull as he expected, and
he said he "enjoyed it very much." Also, the pay was more than that of
a new professor. The time spent in the patent office was the most creative seven years of his life. As he recalled, "1902 through 1909 were
my most productive years due to the fact that I did not have to worry
about a livelihood . Also , the work with technical patents was a real
savior for me . It forced me to think along many lines and gave me many
new ideas to think of in the line of physics." He added that he had more
intellectual freedom at his job than at an academic institution, where he
would be "forced to produce scientific writings in great amounts." This
"creates a danger of intellectual superficiality." 33
The young scholar developed a routine which allowed him to get
his work done and study physics as well . "I became accustomed to my
work quite fast, and in a short time I was able to do a full day's work
in only two or three hours. The remaining part of the day, I would
work out my own ideas, which later, of course, became the Relativity Theory." His work day was eight hours, so he was essentially being paid to do physics for five or six hours. He was clever enough to
avoid detection as he explained, "Whenever anybody would come by, I
would cram my notes into my desk drawer and pretend to work on my
office work." 34 No matter how Einstein viewed the situation, it remains
doubtful that he had everyone fooled for the seven years he worked at
32

Overbye , p. 111, and Highfield and Carter, p. I02.
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33
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the Patent Office. More likely, his supervisors and coworkers looked
the other way and allowed Einstein to continue his studies on the job .
Einstein's intellectual advances were aided by the arrival of his
dear friend, Michele Besso, who also worked at the Patent Office starting probably in 1904. Einstein and Besso were almost inseparable, and
they spent many hours together discussing Einstein's ideas. While Besso
contributed little if anything to Einstein's theories, the great physicist
referred to his friend as "the best sounding board in Europe." 35
In Bern, Einstein worked on his Ph.D. dissertation for the University of Zurich, which he submitted on April 30 , 1905. This impressive work on "Molecular Dimensions" has been overshadowed because
Einstein published some of the most important works in theoretical physics in the same year, which has often been called Einstein's
"miracle year." In a literal explosion of creativity, he published twenty
reviews and four highly significant articles that year. 36
He submitted his first handwritten paper to the journal Annalen
der Physik (Annals of Physics) on March 17, 1905 . It dealt with the
nature of light. He sent the second article to the same journal on May
11, which discussed molecules. The third was submitted late in June and
was entitled: "On the Electrodynamics of Moving Bodies." This paper
presented the theory of special relativity, in which Einstein discussed
the space-time interval relative to the speed of light. In a gracious gesture to Besso, Einstein concluded his article with, "Let me note that my
friend and colleague M. Besso steadfastly stood by me in my work on
the problem here discussed, and that I am indebted to him for many a
valuable suggestion." 37
Almost as an afterthought, Einstein submitted yet another short
paper to Annalen der Physik that year. "Does the Inertia of a Body
Depend on its Energy Content?" in which he argued that there is a
relationship between matter and energy. He stated, "If a body releases
the energy Lin the form of radiation, its mass decreases by L/V2 ." 38 He

35
Einstein in Alice Calaprice and Trevor Lipscombe , Albert Einstein: a Biography
(Wesport, Conn .: Greenwood, 2005), p. 24.
36
Einstein Papers vol 2: pp . 78-179 .
37
Einstein "On the Electrodynamics of Moving Bodies," in Einstein Papers vol. 2:
p. 171.
38
Einstein "Does the Inertia of a Body Depend on its Energy Content?" in Einstein
Papers vol. 2: p. 174.
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later simplified this to the
most famous equation in physics E=mc 2 •
Einstein's creativity continued after the miracle year of
1905 when he was still working
in the Patent Office. In 1906, he
published an additional five articles in the Annalen der Physik.
In 1907 he published seven articles; in 1908, four articles; and
in 1909, he published four. The
year 1907 proved to be a particularly fruitful year, when he had
"the happiest [luckiest] thought
in my life." 39 He explained how
he came upon an exciting idea.
Einstein in 1912.
"I was sitting in a chair in the
Credit: Eidgenossische Technische
patent office at Bern when all
Hochschule Zurich.
of a sudden a thought occurred
to me, 'If a person falls freely he will not feel his own weight.' I was
startled. This simple thought made a deep impression on me. It impelled
me toward a theory of gravitation." Einstein's sudden insight made him
realize that gravity and acceleration were identical. He published his
initial findings in an article in the Jahrbuch der Radioaktivitiit und Elektronik (Yearbook of Radioactivity and Electronics) in November of that
year.4o
He continued to work on the idea until 1915 when he fully explained the general theory of relativity, which stated in part that gravity
was actually a warp in space-time. This meant that the warp around a
massive object would bend light. He knew that the Sun was so large
that it would bend the light of any star passing near it. The problem
was that the brightness of the Sun precluded such an observation unless
39
The term is often translated as "luckiest." He actually wrote , "der glucklichste
Gedanke" and a better translation is "luckiest thought" or "most fortunate thought." See
Isaacson, p. 145 .
0
• Einstein "On the Relativity Principle and the Conclusions Drawn from it," Einstein Papers vol. 2: pp . 252-311.
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a measurement could be taken during a solar eclipse when the Sun 's
light would be blocked for a few minutes. This aspect of his theory was
dramatically proven in 1919 when a measurement of a solar eclipse in
South America and Africa proved that the gravity of the Sun bent the
light of stars. The eminent historian, Paul Johnson, has stated that "the
modern world began" at that point because it "confirmed the truth of ...
[Einstein 's] new theory of the universe." 4 1
The scientific community reacted slowly to Einstein's ideas, but
some important scholars were paying attention a few months after he
published the initial papers in 1905. Riding on this notoriety, Einstein
sought work in academic institutions, starting with the University of
Bern nearby. He attempted to get a position as a Privatdozent or unpaid
lecturer, hoping that he would not have to meet every academic requirement because of his excellent publication record, but his initial application was turned down. In 1908, he was finally given the opportunity to
teach, but he had to give instruction at odd hours, and one of his classes
met at 7 AM. Only three friends agreed to attend, and there were days
when only one was present.42
When the University of Zurich created a new position for an
associate professor in theoretical physics in 1909, Einstein was offered
the job. He refused the opportunity initially because the pay was too
meager, but when it was increased, Einstein accepted. When he wrote to
a friend, he seemed to keep some of his sense of humor and his distrust
of the academic community, "Now I too am an official member of the
guild of whores." 43
Einstein took a position at the German University in Prague in
1911 for better pay, but he did not remain long. The city was controlled
by the Habsburgs, the Imperial House of Austria. The German-speaking
residents of the city were resented by the Czech majority, and Einstein
did not like the ethnic tensions in Prague. He also thought the city was
dirty, which contrasted sharply with the tidiness of Switzerland, and
his apartment was also plagued with bugs. He returned to Zurich the
following year. His life in Zurich should have been among the most
enjoyable times of his life . The young professor had good pay, a very
41
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nice apartment, and the association with close friends, but there was
tension in his household. 44
Einstein's second son, Eduard "Tete," was born in Zurich on July
. 28, 1910, but he arrived when his parent's marriage was in trouble.
Mileva was becoming less relevant to Einstein's life, and she became
very upset when she intercepted a letter between her husband and a
married woman, Anna Myer-Schmidt, whom Einstein had met in Aarau
years before. Einstein resented his wife clinging to him, and she was
unhappy about his other interests .45
Mileva's husband even developed a relationship with his cousin,
Elsa Einstein Lowenthal. She was his cousin twice over, being his second
cousin on his father's side and his first cousin on his mother's side. Elsa
was three years older than Einstein, and she had two daughters, Margot
and Ilse, by a brief marriage. Einstein had known his cousin when they
were children, and the two relatives became reacquainted when he went
to Berlin without Mileva during Easter break in 1912. Elsa was very different from Mileva. She was not intellectual, but she gave comfort and
was nurturing, qualities that Einstein now craved . Einstein and Elsa started corresponding soon after he returned to Zurich, and their letters were
flirtatious and demonstrated a deepening relationship. At age 35, he took
the opportunity to work at the Humboldt University in Berlin in 1914
mainly to be close Elsa. He left Mileva in Zurich with their two sons.
Einstein and Mileva lived apart for five years and divorced in 1919, and
he married Elsa in the same year.46 Einstein came to the United States in
l 933 which started his career as a Swiss American .
The permanent move to Berlin closed the Switzerland period of
Einstein's life . He had lived in the Alpine country for nineteen years,
which was the most important time frame for his intellectual and emotional development. He had enjoyed the Swiss and their tolerant cultural
climate. But above all, he had greatly profited from the Swiss education
system and his job at the Swiss Patent Office, which allowed him the
freedom and opportunity to contemplate and discover some of the most
profound ideas in theoretical physics.
Kurt Winkler
Emporia State University
44
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The Ideas of
Jean Piaget:
Using Theory to Better
Understand Theory
and Improve Learning
Jean Piaget

by William E. Herman

Perhaps the most incomprehensible thing about the world
is that it is comprehensible. - Albert Einstein

M ost readers will note the irony embedded in the title of this paper
and the Einstein quote. There is an obvious and important thread of
truth derived from such premises. Is it prudent and scholarly to employ Jean Piaget's theory in order to more deeply explore the meaning
of Piaget's theory? Biblical scholars have long been known to use the
writings of the Apostles and other Biblical voices as tools to understand
sacred text. In this way, the Bible is used to understand the Bible. As the
Swiss theologian Karl Barth once stated regarding the daring element
of Christian faith: "The Holy Scriptures will interpr~t themselves in
spite of all our human limitations.'' 1 In a similar fashion on the theoretical and methodological fronts, history has better informed the study of
history and psychology has been employed to learn psychology. There
is a history of history and a history of psychology. There is psychology
behind psychology and a psychology of history. Might the best theory
and method also be one that proves itself?
Perhaps the ultimate test of Piaget's theory is how efficiently and
effectively it elucidates the very ideas that Jean Piaget proposed. Piaget

1

Karl Barth, The Word of God & the Word of Man (Translation from the German by
Douglas Horton) (New York: Harper & Row, 1957), p. 34.
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in his work with children revealed his most quintessential notion when
he observed that by the age of ten or eleven they were able to develop
a schema or mental notion of "country." 2 If denizens of a culture and
society are knowingly and unknowingly influenced by their surroundings and human evolution through cognitive structures called schemas,
why should we assume that psychological theorists are immune to such
influences? Since Jean Piaget lived in Switzerland, why not help students in the United States of America relate what they are currently
learning about Piaget to what they already know about Switzerland?
The answer to such a question lies at the heart of this paper.

Two Theory Relevant Childhood Stories
Each reader is invited to ponder the following two brief situations that
will serve as exemplars of how Piaget's cognitive theory might be used to
understand a life circumstance. Each story has powerful implications for
not only advancing theory, but also employing methods of research with
children and applying Piaget's theory to enhance research and teaching.
First, consider the opening scene of the classic children's story The
Little Prince3 where a six-year-old boy decides to draw a picture of a boa
constrictor swallowing an animal based upon a nature book he had recently
read. After considerable effort, the boy completes his drawing and shows
his self-proclaimed "masterpiece" to grown-ups while asking them if they
are frightened by the drawing. The adults mistake the drawing for a hat and
are obviously not frightened. Since those in the adult world could not grasp
the meaning behind the drawing, the boy made a second picture so the
grow-ups could see the snake and swallowed prey more clearly. The adults
advised the boy to consider a profession other than art.
Second, consider the story where a father takes his young son for
a walk on an unusually warm and sunny summer day. The precocious
five-year-old boy and father return home about two hours later to find
friends have unexpectedly arrived for a visit. The boy is anxious to
share all that he had learned during the day and the adult guests seem interested in what the boy has experienced. "I made a snowball and threw
2

Jean Piaget, "The Development of the Idea of Homeland and of Relations to Other
Countries, International Social Science Bulletin, ( 1951) 3: pp . 561-571 .
3
Antoine de Saint-Exupery, The Little Prince (Translated from the French by Katheri ne Woods) (New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1943).
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it at a tree!" the boy exclaimed. Now ... the adult visitors just could not
imagine the young boy had actually made a snowball outside in the hot
summer sun. "You must be using that wild imagination of yours!" one
guest suggested. The father proudly intervened by calmly explaining
that they had both made and thrown snowballs less than an hour ago.
While on their recent walk, they had encountered a pile of snow created
by a Zamboni outside the local ice arena.
What do these stories tell us about the mind of a child? How can
we best understand what is going on inside a child's mind? Do adults
respect the perceptions of a child or do they assume that they know life
better than children? Why is there such a great divide between adults
and children in our society? Do children think differently than adults?
The findings, theories, and research methods of Jean Piaget offer valuable insights to these important questions.
As a note to readers of this paper, the author wishes to avoid making some of the mistakes demonstrated by certain adults in these two
stories. I am not willing to assume to understand the backgrounds and
knowledge bases of my readers . Therefore, no previous knowledge of
Piaget's theory or psychology is assumed in this paper. Out of respect
for readers and their unique backgrounds, my goal is to clearly communicate Piaget's ideas . While writing this paper, I feel much like the
boy in The Little Prince striving to share my understanding of Piaget
knowing that some readers will see an item of headgear while I'm envisioning and trying to communicate something entirely different.
I refuse to rely upon the failure to reach some readers as an excuse for not trying to accomplish a challenging and worthwhile goalcommunicating complex ideas to people I have never even met. Real
failure in this arena only stems from not trying. It is in such a scholarly
spirit of aiming for the apex and the belief that I trust readers to properly
' process the ideas of this paper based upon their own backgrounds and
intellectual needs that I write this paper.

A Brief Introduction to Jean Piaget
Jean Piaget (1896-1980) was considered a child prodigy who
demonstrated rare intellectual ability in the scientific domain. He was
born in Neuchatel, Switzerland, a town in the western region of the
country. At the age of ten, he published a single-page report on his own
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss3/13
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naturalistic observations of an albino sparrow. He later studied mollusks
(clams, snails, oysters, etc.) at the Museum of Natural History in the
city of his birth under the tutelage of a zoologist.
It was not until after he earned his doctorate in biology at age
21 that Piaget developed an interest in epistemology (the study of the
origin, nature, methods, and limits of human knowledge) and psychology. This exploration of how knowledge is acquired led to his scholarly
interests regarding the cognitive development of children. He learned of
the Freudian psychoanalytic interview methods at a psychiatric clinic in
Zurich, where he mastered the clinical interview method of research.
Later, he traveled to Paris where he worked in Alfred Binet's laboratory
school standardizing intelligence test items. His keen observations of test-takers led him to conclude that the incorrect responses to IQ items were similar
amongst those children who were of a common age. In 1929, Piaget became
the assistant director of the Jean-Jacques Rousseau Institute at the University
of Geneva. As outlined in his New York Ttmes obituary, Piaget attended lectures by Carl Jung and employed a questioning approach that sought to
"get inside of the child's mind and see the world through its eyes."4

Challenges for Understanding Piaget
Why might the ideas of Jean Piaget be difficult for American
students to grasp? First, as the next section will elucidate, Piaget's
clinical method of research clashed with the more accepted scientific behavioral research methods employed in the United States at this
point in history. The competitive jockeying for supremacy in research
between quantitative and qualitative methods, of course, continues today. Piaget's clinical longitudinal approach was often more qualitative
than quantitative and was based upon one-on-one or at least very small
group interaction filled with engaging physical circumstances. Such an
experience was then followed by the insightful questioning of the child,
careful documentation of the child's response, and structural analysis of
such responses. Second, his writing was in French and had to be translated for the American audience that was often non-Francophone. For
example, it has been documented that "between 1932 and 1950 not a
4
Alden Whitman , "Obituary: Jean Piaget Dies in Geneva at 84," New York Times,
Sept. 17, 1980.
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single one of his books was translated into English." 5 Third, Piaget was
not trained as a psychologist, but rather studied biology and philosophy
before he was to gravitate to the study of the intellectual development of
children. This meant that many of the terms he employed to describe his
ideas were foreign even to those Americans who had studied psychology. More precisely, Piaget was a developmental epistemologist who
sought to understand how children and therefore later how adolescents/
adults acquired, organized, and employed knowledge to understand
events (especially events in the physical world). It was Albert Einstein
who in 1928 encouraged Piaget to study how children understand time,
velocity, and the movement of objects through space. 6

Piaget's Method of Discovery
How you study human phenomena has a direct impact upon what
you discover. Jean Piaget was a Structuralist who carefully examined
both end products and processes leading to the intellectual development
of children and adults. He became fascinated regarding how a priori
knowledge (known before-hand knowledge) could influence our perceptions of life events and behavior. In other words, how we cognitively
and emotionally frame our life experience is directly related to how we
explain phenomena and our motivations for action. An infant's cognitive
structures were called "schemas," "schemes" or 'schemata" depending
upon different forms and translations and these were highly organized
and knowable patterns of behavior. A young child might develop schemas for colors, throwing a ball, riding a bike, dividing fractions, visiting Grandma's house, and World War I. Notice that these schemas can
sometimes be overlapping or connected in a structural sense and developmentally such schemas in this sequence tend to become more structurally
complex and more cognitively sophisticated over time.
Piaget became most interested in intellectual development within
a naturalistic setting. This means that he presented a child with what
he believed to be an engaging physical and often manipulative cogni5
Robert L. Campbell, "Jean Piaget's Genetic Epistemology: Appreciation and Critique," a 2006 revised version of lectures presented at the Institute of Objectivist Studies
Seminar, Charlottesville, Va., July 7-8, 1997, accessed Jan . 10, 2012, http://hubcap .clemson.edu/~campber/piaget.html
6
Patricia H. Miller, Theories of Developmental Psychology (San Francisco: W. H.
Freeman , 1983) .
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tive task that could be found in the "real" world. The practical nature
of such a research setting cannot be overstated, since learning in such
an environment mirrors the scientific laboratory where experiments are
conducted, data collected, and an analysis of the findings was conducted
which could lead to theory revision and subsequent experiments. Piaget
was a participant-observer like a cultural anthropologist who interacted
directly with the members of an indigenous population (children) to
glean insights from first-hand observations.
For example, consider the dialogue between Piaget and a nineyear-old child from Geneva, Switzerland, that focused upon issues of
sub-classification and inclusion/exclusion:
What is your nationality?-! am Swiss.
How come?-Because I live in Switzerland.
Are you also a Genevan?-No, that's not possible ...
I'm already Swiss, I can't also be Genevan. 7

Thinking was to be studied in an objective manner by collecting
and analyzing statements by children as they encountered such phenomena in the physical domain. Such childhood statements were originating from the subjective, cognitive, and highly personal realm of the
research subjects. It would be the theoretician's job to inductively form
the generalizations that would lead to common cognitive views versus
idiosyncratic or unique ways of representing observed phenomena. This
is what led Piaget to the description of his stage theory of cognitive and
moral development which were both associated with such hypothesized
qualitative benchmarks of change in cognitive thinking.
Piaget saw children through an organismic rather than mechanistic
lens. He presupposed that an active human organism can question, explore, hypothesize, think, re-think, and evaluate what he/she encounters
and perceives. It is intrinsic motivation that primarily drives the human
organism to question, discover, re-interpret, and make sense of the world .
This is not meant to deny the potential influence of extrinsic motivations
such as smiles from a parent for a job well done, but to point out that in
some instances intrinsic factors to learn can empower a learner even in an
environment filled with negative social comments. Such a viewpoint suggests that our own personal human nature and the behavior of others are
7

Jean Piaget, Sociological Studies (New York: Routledge, 1995), (original work
published in 1965) , p. 252 .
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able to become more knowable and that self-regulation is an important
key for adaptation and survival, as well as mental health.
It seems clear that Piaget saw cognitive and moral development as
containing both qualitative and quantitative elements, but he was to focus most upon the qualitative domain . For example, increases in factual
knowledge could be measured in quantitative terms such as how many
capitals of particular European countries can be accurately identified on
a map. The qualitative factors might be seen by the personal meaning
derived from actually visiting some of these European cities and discovering why Paris has been a "mecca" for artists.
Jean Piaget was an interactionist, meaning that he believed the
external environment influences human behavior as well as the internal
environment of the person. It is the interplay between these two powerful internal/external domains of influence that can best explain and
predict human behavior. Preconceived notions about our external world
can govern our behaviors just as powerfully as forces outside of us (rewards and punishments) can influence our behavior.
Lastly, Piaget placed great trust in the belief that human beings
are adaptive . They have the potential and motivation for self-discovery,
personal change, reflection, and cognitive development. It might be this
hopeful outlook that many people find most attractive about his ideas.
Such faith that humans can improve their thinking and better understand
themselves as well as the world around them support some of the premises of logical positivism and its important contribution to psychology,
philosophy, and all areas of intellectual scholarly endeavor. This spirit
of inquiry is also captured in the Einstein quote employed at the start of
this paper.

Some Grand Ideas of Piaget's Theory
The following idea from Piaget's work continues to capture the interest of scholars, teachers, and learners: Knowledge cannot be simply
passed directly on to a learner, since the essence of learning is embodied
in the creation of personal meaning. In other words, we create our own
view of learned reality rather than just accepting the viewpoints of others or a more direct and shared account of the world .
Piaget drew upon his training in biology and saw the need for human beings to use intelligence to adjust to changing conditions in the
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss3/13
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environment. Such an adaptive and flexible mode of functioning was
explained by the cognitive mechanisms of assimilation, accommodation, and equilibrium. How do we use these three mental tools to portray
intellectual responses to life circumstances? Assimilation is where we
use existing schemas to make sense of situations in life and choose our
actions. If we are in a room for the first time and need to find the light
switch, experience has taught us to look for this switch on the wall near
the door. Accommodation is employed when we need to modify existing
schemas because it is not possible to understand a situation with existing schemas . If a child believes that all rocks sink in water based upon
past experience and then encounters a situation where pumice actually
floats on the top of the water, the child must revise the schema to something like: most rocks sink in water, but at least one (called pumice)
actually floats. Assimilation and accommodation are both motivated by
the innate desire to establish cognitive equilibrium where life experiences can be understood by existing schemas. Such equilibrium allows
for harmony and emotional contentment, since life is predictable . Cognitive disequilibrium is created where ideas derived from schemas are
inadequate to explain life events. This situation can motivate learning,
since this state of in-balance is an emotionally uncomfortable state for
most human beings.
The hallmark of Piaget's theory stressed the importance of organized and related mental ideas called schemas. A schema for chair, for
example, might include compositional elements (wood, plastic, metal,
etc.); various colors and coverings; different functional designs (some
stack, swivel, rock, glide, etc.); comfort levels (some have padding and
others are uncomfortable); primary designated use (sitting); alternative
or creative uses (breaking a window to escape a fire, standing upon to
reach a high shelf, employed by a lion tamer at the circus), and connections to other related schemas such as desk, stool, couch/sofa, or bench.
This is, of course, only a start in outlining a schema for chair, since
readers could easily add additional content beyond this description.
What becomes immediately apparent with such a schema paradigm
is that there is some content about a chair that nearly all of us share and
then there are some unique elements about a chair based upon our different experiences in life and our personal thoughts about chairs. If others
discuss their experiences and ideas regarding chairs, an individual can accept or reject such new knowledge. In this manner, we build or construct
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2012
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knowledge through personal and vicarious experiences as we learn by
expanding our connections between factual elements of knowledge. This
process becomes a powerful classroom and life metaphor, since what we
construct in the form of schemas can also be deconstructed onto paper or
shared with others. Asking a seven-year-old child to list or state everything he/she knows about a chair offers a useful intellectual window that
reveals his/her depth of understanding and breadth of personal experience
as well as social contact with others. Incorrect information that might be
contained in such a schema can also be detected in this manner. Such a
hands-on deconstruction task as a concept map uncovers the cognitive
conceptualizations that commonly differentiates teacher from student and
successful student from less successful student.
The construction of knowledge assumes engagement and interaction with objects in the real world (including people). This eventually
leads to abstract reasoning regarding objects, people, and behaviors .
Such high-level mental thought creates the segue for understanding the
complex topics of peace, love, patriotism, and morality. The constant
advancement of such thinking relies upon the organization of knowledge and adaptation of human beings to meet new life challenges.
Piaget offered a stage theory of cognitive development to highlight
benchmarks in the quest for such high levels of thinking . Stage 1: Sensorimotor Stage (approximate ages 0-2) motor activity, schemas such as
grasping and reaching are refined based upon repetition and exploration,
manipulation of objects is crucial, ends with object permanence. Stage
2: Preoperational Stage (approximate ages 2-7) further refinement of
language and pre-logical thought (lacks adult logic here), focus on selfreference leads to difficulty in understanding another's perspective (egocentrism), some inability to reverse operations and conserve . Stage 3:
Concrete Operational Stage (approximate ages 7-11) ability to use logic
on concrete or physical objects; new capacity to conserve length, weight,
and volume means that visual or other perceptions are no longer universally trusted. Stage 4: Formal Operational Stage (approximate ages
11-adulthood) the highest level of thinking includes the ability to employ
adult logic/deductive and inductive reasoning, ability to think in abstract
terms where hands-on manipulation is impossible, use of scientific thinking and problem solving strategies such as hypothesis testing.
A two-stage theory of moral development was also generated by
Jean Piaget based upon similar clinical observations of children and
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss3/13
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cognitive levels of thinking about moral dilemmas. Morality of Constraint (stage 1) was filled with rigid assumptions about good or bad
and right or wrong. Around the age of 8 or 9, children tended to shift to
Morality of Cooperation (stage 2) where they could consider the motivations for actions and these insights might ameliorate a moral judgment. Piaget theorized that children first see moral situatiol}S as black or
white (wrong or right) and then later shift to considering intentionality
when making moral judgments . Lawrence Kohlberg later drew upon
Piaget's theory of moral development and expanded this theory to 6
levels while increasing the chronological age-range from childhood to
adulthood.
Piaget conceptualized that intelligent children were essentially
struggling to become reflective intellectual philosophers so that they
could explain phenomena, predict events, and articulate the relationships between similarities and differences attributed to encounters with
the real world. Developmentally this process continues on into adulthood, but Piaget specialized in the study of how children organized
their mental ideas as a primary launching pad for the later challenges of
adolescence and adulthood.
The main theoretical and philosophical tenants of Piaget's theory
have withstood the test of time, but empirical research has offered us
some deeper insights. For example, most developmental psychologists
agree that Piaget somewhat underestimated the cognitive perceptual
abilities of young children and overestimated what adolescents and
adults were capable of accomplishing in the intellectual domain (fewer
than expected adolescents and adults seem to achieve formal operational thought). Piaget's theory included reference to the following topics, but failed to emphasize the importance of cultural influences, social
elements of learning, and language factors in intelligence. The approximate ages for specific stages were only intended to portray a general
pattern, since revisiting earlier stages of development is a hallmark of
intervention for developmental learning difficulties. Finally, it is crucial
to remember that most theories, including Piaget's theory, offer us a
glimpse of idealistic human potential that was never intended to explain
why many human beings often fail to reach such potential in all aspects
of life.
In summary, it could be said that Jean Piaget held some of the
following points of view regarding cognitive development:
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• Children are active architects rather than passive receivers
of information and this personal involvement motivates
their thinking and learning.
• Some similarities in age-related patterns of thinking tend
to emerge.
• Although social elements in learning play a crucial role, in
the end it is the individual that can accept or reject an idea or
explanation offered by others. The result is that misconceptions
of knowledge are very personal, emotionally driven, and
difficult to reverse.
• Learning is far more than the listing of learned facts, since it
is the relationships between facts, organization of knowledge,
and the explanations of phenomena that are central to cognitive
development. Healthy relationships between learners and
between students and teachers are critical elements in building
knowledge. 8
• This approach borrows from the Socratic method of teaching
where rich text or class manipulatives (hands-on learning tools)
form the basis of questioning, listening to alternative
explanations, and defending a point of view.
Students Use Theory to Better Understand Theory
In order to further explore what young adults aged 19-24 today
in the United States of America associate with Switzerland, I asked the
almost 100 undergraduate students (nearly all juniors and seniors) in my
classes for any information they could retrieve from their schemas for
"Switzerland." The classroom learning task that tapped into long-term
memory (LTM) only took five to ten minutes. The Freudian concept
of free association might also be used to describe this process. Rec8
William E. Herman and Thomas M . Gwaltney, "Human Relationships that Nurture and Advance the Construction of Knowledge." Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association (AERA) in Montreal, Quebec,
Canada,Apr. 19-23, 1999 (ERIC Doc: ED434871).
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ollections could be simple words, names, phrases, or ideas that they
somehow connected with the country of Switzerland. My students were
not forewarned of such an activity in this psychology course and information regarding Switzerland was not directly part of the textbook
or course subject matter. Any content recalled most likely came from
previous P-12 schooling, learning outside the traditional boundaries of
higher education, or another college course. The student retrieval of
such information was performed under low-stakes conditions and anonymity (no class credit was awarded and no names were included on the
index cards they submitted).
The results depicted in Table 1 (next page) offer a snapshot view
of what most immediately pops into the minds of U.S. college students
related to Switzerland. The most common student association was the
idea of "neutrality" listed by 42% of the respondents. Thirty-nine percent
of subjects thought of "cheese." The "Alps or mountains" were images
conjured up by 32% of students. "Chocolate" was also identified by three
people out of every ten respondents. Twenty-six percent of respondents
thought of "snow," "cold and harsh winters", or "skiing." The geographical location of the country as embedded in the continent of "Europe" was
employed by 14% of the respondents. Twelve percent of respondents stated
"bank accounts." Six percent of students described the "use of different
languages" within the country and "French," "German," and "Italian" were
cited as examples of this phenomenon. "Yodeling" was a response by 6%
of students. "Pocket knives" or "army knives" were mentioned by 7% of respondents. 4% of students thought of "clocks" or "watches." Three percent
of respondents thought of Switzerland in each of the following headings:
"Olympic site," long maternity leave ," or "small country."
Although the following responses were generated by only 1% or
2% of the respondents, such mental associations do describe specific
knowledge held by a tiny minority of students. Content in this category
included: "great scenery," "red and white," Swiss guards for the Pope,"
"blonde hair/blue eyes," "Ricola," "peaceful," "democracy," "Geneva,"
"refugee haven/aid assistance," "very free," "red and white flag," "fur
hats," "a non-stressful" or "relaxing place to live" "drinking/beer," "my
ancestors," and "Johanna Spyri book Heidi."
Along with such seemingly proper associations were some misconceptions such as: "yellow/blue flag," "they speak Swiss," "next to
Finland," "seat of the United Nations," "near Norway/Denmark," and
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Table I: American Student Generated Schema Content for lmpres.5ions
of "Switzerland" (N=total number of responses out of 90 students)
Neutrality, no sides, neutral in war,
or political neutrality (N-38)

Different languages (N=2)
Italian language (N= I)

Cheese, cheese with holes (N=35)

French language (N= 1)

Alps, mountains (N=29)

French and German (N=l)

Chocolate (N=27)

Great scenery (N=2)

Europe (N=l3)

Blonde hair/blue eyes (N=2)

Skiing (N=l2)

Small country (N=3)

Bank accounts (N= 11)

Swiss guards for Pope (N= I)

Cold, harsh winters (N= 11)

Ricola (N=l)

Pocket knives, army knives (N=6)

Peaceful (N=l)

Yodeling (N=5)

Democracy (N=l)

Clocks, watches (N=4)

Geneva (N= 1)

Snow (N=4)

Red and white flag (N=2)

Long maternity leave (N=3)

Refugee haven/aid assistance (N=2)

. Olympic site (N=3)

Very free (N=l)

Red and white (N=2)

Heidi (N=l)

"star on flag ." It is somewhat reassuring to know that only one person
offered such an inaccurate response for each description listed above.
Piaget's theory suggests that we treat these misconceptions as more than
laughable errors, because sometimes an analysis of such errors might
lead to insights for learners and offer pedagogical and testing opportunities . For example, the error above associating Switzerland to the "seat
of the United Nations" could be a mental connection that other students
also hold. Imagine the following true/false question to answer this question: The headquarters of the United Nations is in Geneva, Switzerland . This is obviously a "false" statement because it was the earlier
League of Nations that was located in Geneva and currently the U.N.
has only an office and not the headquarters there. Might such League of
Nations versus United Nations or headquarters versus office issues
constitute common points of confusion for students when working in
their schemas or having inaccurate information in a particular schema?
This analytic process demonstrates the utilitarian value of Piaget's
theory for both teachers and students.
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Summary
What is the essence of Jean Piaget that readers should take with
them regarding his most important contribution to our understanding
of cognitive development of children? Although many students of psychology seem to most immediately and prominently recall his cognitive stage theory of development, there is an even more long-lasting
and important legacy of Piaget: Children build or construct their own
knowledge through life experiences. Jean Piaget's work has been further placed into historical perspective when it was suggested that William James, John Dewey, as well as Piaget contributed to our popular
current vision of children being active and constructive thinkers. 9
As a concluding attempt to help readers wrap their own minds
around the ideas and important implications of Jean Piaget, I offer the
first four lines of the poem "Who knows?" 10 by the American poet Nora
Perry (1831-1896) as food for thought:
Who knows the thoughts of a child,
The angel unreconciled
To the new strange world that lies
Outstretched to its wondering eyes?

William E. Herman
State University of New York at Potsdam
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The Swiss Confederation
In the Eyes of America's Founders
by Stephen P. Halbrook*

TheSwiss experience had a positive influence on the American Revolution, figured in the debates on adoption of the United States Constitution, and was a matter of commentary in the political struggles of the
early Republic. The American model influenced the Swiss Constitution
of 1848,t but before that the Swiss Confederation-then 500 years oldhelped inspire the birth of the American Republic, particularly regarding
the interrelated concepts of resistance to oppression, independence from
foreign states, neutrality, a people's militia, and federalism.
Americans examined the Swiss experience in three periods. First,
before and during the Revolution , when they faced the world's mightiest military power-Great Britain-the colonists were inspired by how
a small country had repeatedly defeated the great monarchies of Europe
and preserved its independence . Second, when the federal Constitution
was proposed and considered for ratification, the Swiss Confederation
was depicted as too weak by the Federalists who supported the Con'See Myron L. Tripp, The Swiss and United States Federal Constitutional Systems
(Paris: Libraire Sociale et Economique, 1940), Ch . I ("American Influence on the Swiss
Constitution").
*J.D., Georgetown University Law Center; Ph.D., Philosophy, Florida State University.
Author of the books The Founders' Second Amendment: Origins of the Right to Bear
Arms; That Every Man be Armed: The Evolution of a Constitutional Right; Freedmen ,
the Fourteenth Amendment, & the Right to Bear Arms (reissued as Securing Civil Rights) ;
Target Switzerland (also in German , French, Italian, Polish) ; and The Swiss and the Nazis
(also in German, French). See also Halbrook , "The Swiss Influence on the American Constitution," in Die Schweiz im Visier (Zurich: Max Geilinger-Stiftung , 2000), p. 30.
Attorney at Law, Fairfax, Va. Has argued numerous cases on federalism and constitutional
rights, including in the U.S. Supreme Court. Research Fellow, Independent Institute. See
www.stephenhalbrook.com. Copyright © 2012 Stephen P. Halbrook. All rights reserved .
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Signing the Declaration of Independence in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

stitution, but was heralded by the Anti-Federalist opponents as worthy
of emulation. Third, when France overran Switzerland in 1798-99, the
lessons for neutrality, the militia, and federalism were subjected to conflicting interpretations by the Federalist and Republican parties that had
now emerged.

How the Swiss History of Resistance to the Great
European Powers Helped Inspire the American Revolution
The events of Swiss history came to be precedents worthy of emulation to English and American republicans in the 17th and 18 th centuries. The English Whigs who advocated the replacement of royal absolutism with constitutional liberty, and the Americans who carried out
that political philosophy, derived inspiration from Switzerland, which
was seen as a republican island in a sea of tyranny. The following analyzes major events of early Swiss history and the institutions of the
Swiss Confederation through the eyes of those who influenced or participated in America's founding, particularly preceding and during the
American Revolution.
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Since the founding of the Swiss Confederation in 1291, the Swiss
preserved their independence by defeating the invasions of the great
monarchies of Europe . A poor country, her militia armies of all ablebodied men armed with pike and halberd prevailed against far-larger
standing armies equipped with armor and horse . English republicans
lauded that history, which was favorably received by the Americans
suffering under the British yoke. The following traces the great battles
which preserved Swiss independence chronologically as seen through
the eyes of these English and American publicists.
On the eve of the American Revolution, John Zubly published The
Law of Liberty: A Sermon on American Affairs (1775). A native of St.
Gall, Switzerland, Zubly emigrated to America, where he was elected
to the Continental Congress as a delegate from Georgia and became a
spokesman for American rights.2 Zubly denounced "all those who stand
up for unlimited passive obedience and non-resistance." An appendix
entitled an "Account of the Struggles of Swisserland for Liberty" compared America's resistance againstBritain with Switzerland's historic
struggles against Austria. Noting that "liberty, which is the birthright of
man, is still confined to a few small parts of our earth," Zubly stated that
Switzerland "is the only country which deserves to be called free ." 3
Zubly retold the familiar saga of William Tell. Governor Grisler
of Uri, an Austrian stooge, in order to discover malcontents, "placed a
hat on a pole at Altdorff, and gave strict orders, that everyone should
pay that hat the same honour as if he were present himself." When Tell
repeatedly passed without taking off his hat, he was condemned to shoot
an apple off the head of his six-year old son at 120 yards (an impossible
distance for a crossbow!). The alternative was death to both father and
son. When Tell succeeded, Grisler asked why he had another arrow in
his quiver. Tell responded that had he injured his child, "he was determined to send the next arrow to the heart of the tyrannical governor." 4
The governor condemned Tell to life imprisonment, but Tell escaped
while being taken across the lake of Lucerne in a boat. The governor
landed, but "in the way to his castle he was waylaid by Tell in a narrow
road, who placed the reserved arrow in his heart." This sparked a rebel2

Ellis Sandoz ed., Political Sermons of the American Founding Era ( 1990), p. 266.
J. Zubly, The Law of Liberty: A Sermon on American Affairs (Philadelphia ,
1775), pp . 14, 33 . Spellings are as in the original.
4
Ibid. at pp. 35-36.
3 John
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lion in which the Austrian puppets were deposed and the three cantons of
Ury, Schwyz, and Underwalden swore loyalty to each other. "This small
beginning laid the foundation of the republic of Switzerland, which has
maintained its freedom and independency until this time . .. ." 5
Abraham Stanyan 's An Account of Switzerland ( 1714) was well
known to the founders of the American republic. This work had perhaps
more information on the Swiss military system and its history than any
other book in the English language. Stanyan portrayed the clash between the Swiss and the Austrians at Morgarten as follows:
Toward the end of the Year 1315, the Arch-Duke Leopold Son of Albert drew together an Army of twenty Thousand Men, in order to March
into the Canton of Schwitz, with a Design of destroying the Three Cantons by Fire and Sword .... Having got Notice, that the Enemy was necessarily to pass thro' a very narrow Valley, they posted some Men upon
the Mountains near Morgarten, who, by rolling vast Numbers of Stones
down upon the Calvary, wounded abundance of Men and Horses, and by
that Stratagem put the whole Army into Confusion. In the midst of this
Disorder, their little Body attack'd the Enemy with so much Bravery, that
the Austrians were intirely routed, great Numbers of them slain, and the
rest drove quite out of the Country .... Thus with an handful of Men did
these three Cantons defeat a powerful Army; and performed in the Battle
such prodigious Acts of Bravery in Defence of their Liberty ....6

This battle prompted the original three cantons to create a permanent league known as the Swiss Confederation. Stanyan explained:
This Victory of Morgarten laid the Foundation of the Helvetick
Union or Alliance. For the League, which the Three Cantons had formerly made for ten Years only, was upon this Occasion converted to a
perpetual one; into which all the Thirteen Cantons have since entered
at different times, and upon different Occasions. And as they all then
swore to the Observation of it, they from thence had the Name of Eydgnossen, a German Word, which signifies Parties to the same Oath.7

Zubly estimated Austrian forces at 20 ,000 and set the number of
Swiss at only 1,400. The Austrians believed that they were "sure to obtain an easy victory upon peasants , badly armed, and without military
at pp. 36-37.
Abraham Stanyan , An Account of Switzerland (London 1714), pp. 42-44.
7
Ibid. at pp. 44-45 .
5 Ibid.

6
•
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discipline." 8 A modern account puts the Habsburg deaths at 2000 and
the Swiss at only 12.9
Lucerne annexed the town of Sempach in 1386. Duke Leopold
III again sent his knights to teach the Swiss a lesson . According to
Zubly's account of the battle of Seinpach:
The duke's army consisted of about 4000 picked men, and
among them many princes and noblemen , armed from head to foot.
The confederates were about I 300 men, badly armed, and all on
foot; they had no arms but halbards , and fastened pieces of wood on
their arms, to fend off and break the blows of enemies .... 10

Before the battle, the Swiss leaders told their men that anyone
who could not defeat ten Austrians should withdraw. Folklore has it
that Arnold Winkelried held enough enemy lances which had been
thrust into his body long enough to allow his comrades to drive through
the Austrian lines. The battle ended with 2000 Austrian dead (including the Duke himself) to 200 Swiss casualties."
Next came Nafels, in 1388. Zubly explained that the Austrians
retaliated against the Swiss for Sempach by seizing Wessen, which
opened the entire canton of Glarius to their ravages. Some 8000 Austrians invaded, and were met at an entrenchment guarded by only 350
Swiss. The Swiss retreated, and the Austrians burned the village of
Nafels, whose inhabitants showered the Austrians with stones. The
Swiss attacked with fury, and the Austrians fell back. Zubly continued :
The Swiss pursued and came up with them at a bridge, where
about 700 Swiss had gathered; the Austrians, in their confusion not
aware that the bridge was broke , pressed on, and numbers were
drowned . The loss of the Austrians was computed at 2000, while
that of the Swiss did not exceed 55 men. 12
8

Zubly, The Law of Liberty, p. 38.
John C. McCormack, One Million Mercenaries (London: Leo Cooper, 1993), p. 7.
See M. Feldman and H.G. Wirz eds., Schweizer Kriegsgeschichte (Bern: Oberkriegskommissariat, 1915), I, Heft I , pp . 74-78 .
10
Zubly, The Law of Liberty, p. 39.
11
Ibid. See Feldman & Wirz, Schweizer Kriegsgeschichte (Bern 1935) , I, Heft 2,
pp . 26-32; McCormack, One Million Mercenaries, p. 9.
12
Zubly, The Law of Liberty, pp. 39-41. See Feldman and Wirz, Schweizer Kriegsgeschichte, I, Heft 2, pp . 33-37 .
9
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Yet another account was rendered by Stanyan, who compared the
battle with a glorious victory in ancient Greece:
The battle of Wesen may not only be compared to that of Thermopylae, but seems to be a copy of it that exceeded the original: for as
300 Spartans attacked the Persians at that narrow pass, and all perished
in the attempt; so 350 Switzers not only attacked in such another pass an
army of eight thousand Austrians, but gained the field of battle. Eleven
pillars, (the monuments of this victory) are now to be seen in that glorious field, to mark the place where the Switzers rallied: for their history
says, that they were repulsed ten times, but rallying the eleventh, broke
the enemy's army, and put them to flight with great slaughter. 13

The splendid victories of small numbers of armed Swiss citizens against
huge standing armies were exploited by the English Whigs. Colonel John A.
Martin, in his anonymous pamphlet A Plan for Establishing and Disciplining
a National Militia in Great Britain, Ireland, and in All the British Dominions
ofAmerica ( 1745), noted about proponents of standing armies: "prostitute wit,
ever fawning upon power for the sake of luxury, has without shame joined in
the general ridicule of a militia ...." Yet their influence was strong, as "they
have been amazingly successful in establishing mercenary armies all over Europe, except in Switzerland," and those countries included France, Spain, Italy
and Sweden. As to the "state-witlings" who ridicule the militia, Martin asked:
What says the witling to the militia of Switzerland, the only army
properly called a militia in all Europe? Is that a ridiculous army, which,
without barrier towns, and bordering upon the greatest potentates of the
continent, have preserved their country free , and in profound tranquility,
with respect to foreign invasion, for more than two centuries? Thirteen
hundred of this militia routed the arch-duke Leopold's army at the battle
of Morgarten, and killed above twice their own number of the enemy. In
battle of Sampach, where the same archduke lost his life, twenty thousand of his mercenary fores were defeated by sixteen hundred of those
Switzers . At Wesen, in the canton of Glaris, three hundred and fifty of
this militia won the field of battle from a regular army of eight thousand
Austrians .... When for a paltry pay they invaded the natural rights of a
brave free people formed into a regular militia, and fighting in defense of
their country, the Austrians were not able to stand before them. 14
13

Stanyan , An Account of Switzerland, pp. 212-13.
Colonel John A . Martin, A Plan for Establishing and Disciplining a National
Militia in Great Britain, Ireland, and in All the British Dominions of America (London,
1745), pp. xxvi-xxviii, xxxviii, xxxix-xii.
14
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Martin described the Swiss militiamen, who could be called out
immediately with arms in hand . "In Switzerland the common method
of giving the alarm is by lighting an heap of straw in the day-time, or a
pile of wood at night . . .." 15 The ability of the Swiss militia to mobilize
immediately would continue to be its distinguishing characteristic over
the centuries, including in World War II.
Niccolo Machiavelli, with whom the English and Americans were
intimately familiar, observed in The Prince (1532) that "the Swiss are
well armed and enjoy great freedom." 16 He traveled through Switzerland and observed its militia, which he found to be the worthy descendent of the militia of Republican Rome. 17 A militia of the entire citizenry
promoted civic virtu and guaranteed freedom, while mercenary armies
subjected the social order to the whims of the goddess fortuna and were
synonymous with slavery.
Machiavelli analyzed the Swiss model in detail in Discourses on
The First Ten Books oJTitus Livy (1513-1519). 18 Referring to the Swiss
as "masters of modern warfare," 19 Machiavelli found their politico-military order of an armed people to be imminently suitable for defense of
the country but not for aggression against others:
But when states are strongly armed, as Rome was and as the
Swiss are, the more difficult it is to overcome them the nearer they are
to their homes: for such bodies can bring more forces together to resist
attack than they can to attack others .... The Swiss are easy to beat
when away from home, whither they cannot send more than thirty or
forty thousand men; but to defeat them at home where they can muster
a hundred thousand, is very difficult.
In conclusion, therefore, I say again that a ruler who has his people well armed and equipped for war, would always wait at home to
wage war with a powerful and dangerous enemy, and should not go
out to meet him ....20

15

lbid. at p. 69 .
Machiavelli, The Prince, L. Ricci transl. (New York: New American Library of
World Literature, 1952), p. 73.
17
Bernard Wicht, L'idee de Mi/ice et le Mode le Suisse dans la Pensee de Machiavel
(Lausanne, Switzerland: L' Age d'Homme, 1995).
18
Machiavelli, The Discourses, L. Walker transl. (New York: Penguin Books ,
1970), pp. 308-10, 321.
19
lbid. at p. 321 .
20
Ibid. at pp . 309-310.
16
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Machiavelli continued his observations in The Art of War (1521). 21
He described the arms used by the Swiss and their ability to maintain
their freedom as follows:
The infantry cover their body with a demicuirass, or iron breastplate, which reaches down to their waist; they have a spear 18 feet
long, called a pike, and a broadsword by their side. This is their common way of arming themselves, for very few of them have backplates ,
greaves, or gauntlets, and none at all have helmets; those few carry,
instead of pikes, halberds, about six feet long , with sharp points and
heads something like a battle-ax; they also have harquebusiers among
them, instead of the slingers and bowmen employed by the ancients .
These arms and this sort of armor were invented and are still used
by the Germans, particularly by the Swiss; since they are poor, yet
anxious to defend their liberties against the ambition of the German
princes-who are rich and can afford to keep cavalry, which the poverty of the Swiss will not allow them to do- the Swiss are obliged to
engage an enemy on foot, and therefore find it necessary to continue
their ancient manner of fighting in order to make headway against the
fury of the enemy's cavalry. This necessity forces them still to use the
pike, a weapon enabling them not only to hold the cavalry off, but also
very often to break and defeat them . .. .22

The harquebus mentioned above was a short matchlock shoulder
arm, one of the first firearm designs . For infantry exercises, Machiavelli
recommended physical conditioning "and using the crossbow, longbow,
and harquebus-the last, you know, is a new, but very useful weapon. To
these exercises I would accustom all the youth in the country . ..." 23
Machiavelli became a sourcebook of republicanism for English
Whigs and their later American counterparts .24 In particular, "the Second Amendment to the [U.S.] Constitution establishes clearly and explicitly the relation between the militia and the popular liberty in terms
directly reminiscent of Machiavelli."25
French absolutist Jean Bodin, in Six livres de la Republique (1576),
dwelt on the means for preventing commoners from wresting political
22

/d. at pp . 46-7.
Id. at p. 59.
24
C. Bradley Thompson, "John Adams's Machiavellian Moment," The Review of
Politics, LVII, No. 3, pp . 389-91, 406-07 (Summer 1995).
25
Wicht, L'/dee de Mi/ice et le Modele Suisse dans la Pensee de Machiavel, pp .
208-09. See also Stephen P. Halbrook, That Every Man Be Armed, pp . 7-8, 20-24 (1984) .
23
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control from the monarch. Besides suppression of oratory, "the most
visual way to prevent sedition is to take away the subject's arms ." The
practice of wearing a sword in peacetime, Bodin wrote, "which by our
laws , as also by the manners and customs of the Germans and Englishmen is not only lawful; but by the laws and decrees of the Swiss even
necessarily commanded: the cause of an infinite number of murders,
he which weareth a sword, a dagger, or a pistol." 26 Bodin suggested
no evidence for this view. Moreover, the armed character of the populace preserved democracy and served to prevent governmental violence
against its own unarmed subjects. Bodin's absolutist model failed to
take account of the killing, on a massive scale, of subjects by rulers.
Such royalist ideas were countered by the English republican Marchamount Nedham in The Excellencie of a Free-State (1656), stating:
"In Switzerland the people are free indeed, because all Officers and
Governours in the Cantons, are questionable by the People in their successive Assemblies." 27 Unlike other small countries, "the Switzers took
a surer course for the preservation of their Liberty, and banish'd them
[the Nobility]; which had they not done , it had been almost impossible for them (as things then stood) to stand against that shock of Fury
wherewith they were assailed on every side, by the French, Burgundian,
and Austrian Tyrants." 28
One of "the Rules for preserving a Free-State,"29 according to Nedham, is "to see, that the people be continually trained up in the Exercise of
Arms, and the Militia lodged only in the Peoples hands ...." 30 That way,
"nothing could at any time be imposed upon the people , but by their
consent," for as Aristotle wrote, "the Free-States of Greece ... ever
had special care to place the Use and Exercise of Arms in the people:
because (say they) the Common-wealth is theirs who held the arms." 3 1
John Adams endorsed these specific passages of Nedham .32
26
Jean Bodin, The Six Books of a Commonweale, R. Knolles transl. (London : G .
Bishop, 1606), p. 542.
27
Marchamount Nedham, The Excellencie of a Free-State; Or, the Right Constitution of a Commonwealth (Indianapolis: Liberty Fund, 2011 ), p. 46.
28
Ibid. at p. 178.
29
Ibid. at p. 83 .
30
Ibid. at p. 89 .
31
Ibid.
32
John Adams, A Defence of the Constitutions of Government of the United States
of America (London: C . Dilly, 1788), III , p. 475.
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The Swiss system of militia and democracy were well known to
English republicans in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.33 The
English Whigs, supporters of individual liberty, rolled back the power
of the monarch in the Glorious Revolution of 1689. Andrew Fletcher,
in A Discourse of Government with Relation to Militias (1698), advocated "well-regulated militias" to defend the country. Fletcher wrote:
The Swiss at this day are the freest, happiest, and the people of all Europe who can best defend themselves, because they have the best militia ....
. . . . And I cannot see why arms should be denied to any man who
is not a slave, since they are the only true badges of liberty .... 34

As noted above, Abraham Stanyan 's Account of Switzerland included considerable detail on the Swiss wars for independence. This
work also included general politico-military principles. Among the institutions of popular government was "a well regulated Militia, in Opposition to a standing Army of mercenary Troops, that may overturn a
Government at Pleasure." 35 Stanyan began a chapter developed to the
Swiss militia with the following:
The Cantons of Switzerland, from the first Institution of their
Governments , never kept in Pay any standing Troops. All their Military Expeditions, during their Wars with the House of Austria, were
perform'd by their Militia, which were paid by their respective Cantons, while they kept the Field, and dismiss ' d as soon as the Campaign
was ended. However they gain'd so much Experience in the Course of
that long War, that their Troops had the Reputation of being the best
Soldiers in Europe .36

The Swiss Cantons, Stanyan continued, "are taught by the Experience of all Ages, that a Standing Army endangers the Liberty of a Country, and has often overturn'd Governments." They thus maintained no
standing troops, and instead the burghers protected the cities . The militia, which "passes for the best regulated of any in Europe," defended
against any sudden invasion.37
33

Jiirg Stiissi-Lauterburg, "The Swiss Military System and Neutrality in the Seventeenth Century as Seen by Contemporary Europe," War & Society (Sept. 1984), II, p.
19; Jiirg Stiissi, Das Schweizer Militiirwesen des 17. Jahrhunderts in ausliindischer Sicht
(Ziirich: ADAG , 1982) , pp. 203-14, 229-37, 267-88.
34
Fletcher, Political Works , pp. 33-35 ( 1749) .
35
Stanyan, An Account of Switzerland, p. IO I.
36
/bid. at p. 190.
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The Bern militia consisted of "the whole Body of the People, from
sixteen to sixty," and included Fusileers, unmarried men who must be
ready to march at one hour's warning, and Electionaries, the remainder.
Stanyan explained:
Every Man that is listed, provides himself with Arms at his own
Expence; and the Regiments are all armed in an uniforme manner,
after the newest Fashion; for which Purpose, there is an Officer called
a Commissioner of Arms, whose Business it is, to inspect their Arms
and Mounting, to take Care they be conformable to the Standard, and
to punish such as fail in those Particulars. 38

While "the chief Objection to a Militia, is their want of Discipline,"
Stanyan continued, "great Care is taken of exercising the Officers and
Soldiers" every Sunday and Holy Day. "Besides this publick Exercise,
there are Butts [shooting ranges] set up in every Community, where the
People at certain times of the Year meet every Day, to shoot with their
Muskets, that they may learn to be good Marksmen." 39 Stanyan added
that "their Militia being thus regulated," "when therefore any Alarm is
in the Country, the whole Body of the Militia takes Arms, and marches
to their several Places of Rendezvous, according to the private Orders
given to all the Commanding Officers for that purpose." 40
Similarly, William Windham's A Plan of Discipline for the Use of
the Norfolk Militia (1768) demonstrated "how easily an healthy, robust
countryman, or a resolute mechanic, may be taught the use of arms,"
and called for instruction of "the body of the nation in the use of arms."
If the militia was put to service before an invasion, "this country will
have a better security against the calamities of war than any other in the
world, Switzerland alone excepted."41 Extracts of the work were repeatedly reprinted in America. 42
The Boston Gazette in 1771 reprinted the following from Thomas
Gordon's Discourses on Tacitus (1728), an English Whig tract: "The
38

Ibid. at pp . 193-94.
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William Windham, A Plan of Discipline for the Use of the Norfolk Militia (2 nd ed. ,
J. Millan, 1768).
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William Windham, A Plan of exercise for the militia ofMassachusetts-Bay; extracted from the Plan of discipline of the Norfolk militia (Boston: Richard Draper, 1768, 1771 ,
1772, 1774; New London: Timothy Green, 1772; New Haven: T. and S. Green, 1772).
39

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss3/13

46

et al.: Full Issue

The Swiss Confederation in the Eyes of America's Founders

43

people of Switzerland groaned long under the heavy yoke of Austria,
sustained a courage of suffering and indignities too many and too great
for human patience: So insolent and barbarous were their governors, so
tame and submissive the governed." Gordon wrote that, after the Swiss
sent the tyrants from their borders:
Thence forth they asserted their native freedom, and asserted with
amazing valor. With handfuls of men they overthrew mighty hosts,
and could never be conquered by all the neighboring powers. Their
exploits are scarce credible. Three hundred and fifty Swiss, route at
one time eight thousand Austrians, some say sixteen thousand: an
hundred and thirteen vanquished the Arch Duke Leopold's army of
twenty thousand: an hundred and sixteen beat another army of near
twenty thousand and slew him.43

Gordon explained how tyrants push their subjects into resistance
against oppression. His concluding remarks about William Tell had application by the Americans regarding the Crown: "Was there not a cause,
was it not high time to exterminate such instruments of cruelty?"44
On the eve of the Revolution, the Continental Congress mentioned
the Swiss model in attempting to woo Canada to the cause. In its Appeal to the Inhabitants of Quebec of October 26, 1774, the Continental
Congress asked their northern neighbors not to let religious differences
prevent them from pursuing unity. It contended:
The Swiss Cantons furnish a memorable proof of this truth. Their
union is composed of Roman Catholic and Protestant States, living in
the utmost concord and peace with one another and thereby enabled,
ever since they bravely vindicated their freedom, to defy and defeat
every tyrant that has invaded them. 45

John Zubly's Great Britain's Right to Tax her colonies. Placed
in the clearest light, By A Swiss (1775) heralded the American militiamen's stand at Lexington against British regulars, and deplored General
Gage's tricking of the people of Boston into surrendering their arms on
a false promise to allow them to depart the city. Zubly observed that

43
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"in a strong sense of liberty, and the use of fire-arms almost from the
cradle, the Americans have vastly the advantage over men of their rank
almost every where else." 46 Although he later sought reconciliation with
Britain and would die a Loyalist in 1781, Zubly 's pamphlets contributed
to the Revolutionary cause.
As seen above, Zubly detailed Switzerland's wars for independence in The Law of Liberty. He ended his account of "the rise and
progress of liberty in Swisserland" with the following:
When attacked, they defended themselves with incredible bravery, and under every possible di sadvantage resisted every attack and
at last obliged their enemies not only to desist, but to declare them a
free state; and surrounded by Austria, France and Savoy they have
continued free and brave ever since, and may they do so to the end of
time. 47

In 1778, while the Revolutionary War dragged on, Johann R. Valltravers, councillor of Bienne, wrote to the American leader Benjamin
Franklin: "Let us be united, as two Sister-Republicks ." He proposed
a "lasting Foundation of Friendship, and of mutual good offices between the two Sisters, the 13 republican states of N. America, and of
Switzerland."48 The phenomenon of the "Sister Republics" had great
political significance in a world ruled by monarchies .
Indeed, the Declaration of Independence of 1776 declared the
American colonies to be "free and independent states,"49 and the Articles
of Confederation - agreed to by the Continental Congress in 1777, but
not operable until 1781-declared: "Each state retains its sovereignty,
freedom, and independence , and every power, jurisdiction , and right,
which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated to the United
States, in Congress assembled." 50 According to John Adams, no one
46
Zubly, Great Britain 's Right to Tax her colonies. Placed in the clearest light, By
a Swiss (London 1775), pp. 11, 13, 15 .
47
Zubly, The Law of Liberty, p. 41.
48
James H. Hutson , The Sister Republics (Washington, D.C .: Library of Congress,
1991), p. 9. See also "The Sister Republics," Rapport Annuel 1992 (Berne: Bibliotheque
Nationale Suisse, 1993), pp. 41-57.
49
The Declaration 's philosophical statements about natural rights and law bear the
imprint not only of John Locke, but also the Swiss Burlamaqui . See Ray F. Harvey, Jean
Ja cques Burlamaqui: A Liberal Tradition in American Constitutionalism (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press , 1937) .
50 Articles of Confederation , Art. II.
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proposed "consolidating the vast Continent under one national Government." Rather the preference in the Continental Congress was to "follow
the Example of the Greeks, the Dutch, and the Swiss, [and] form a Confederacy of States each of which must have a separate Government." 51

II. Debating the Proposed Federal Constitution
Once the Revolution was won, the Swiss experience would figure prominently in the period when the Constitution was proposed and
debated. The Articles of Confederation was similar in some respects to
the Swiss Confederation. However, by 1786 growing support existed
to adopt a constitution with a stronger central government, albeit one
based on federalism . The following year, the constitutional convention
would be assembled in Philadelphia which drafted what would be adopted as the U.S. Constitution. James Madison and John Adams were
both intensely studying models of government during this period, including that of the Swiss Confederation.
Madison wrote a study in 1786 of "Ancient & Modern Confederancies" which described the Swiss Confederation as follows:
Commenced in 1308 by the temporary, and in 1315 by the perpetual Union, of Uri, Switz & Underwald, for the defence of their liberties agst. the invasions of the House of Austria. In 1315 the Confederacy included 8 Cantons; and 1513 the number of 13 was compleated
by the accession of appenzel . .. .
The General Diet representing the United Cantons is composed of
two deputies from each. Some of their allies as the Abbe St. Gall &c.
are allowed by long usage to attend by their deputies. 52

Madison regarded the Swiss Confederation the same as the American States under the Articles of Confederation, i.e ., as not having a central government with sufficient power. He wrote: "The title of Republic
and Sovereign State improperly given to this Confederacy, which has no
concentered authority the Diets being only a Congress of Delegates from
some or all of the Cantons, and having no fixt objects that are national."53

51
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"The 13 Cantons do not make one Commonwealth," he continued, adding that they "are so many independent Commonwealths in strict alliance." No "common instrument" bound them all together, and instead
"The 3 Primitive Cantons alone being each directly allied to the other
twelve." Yet they were Allies, and "any one Canton may draw in all the
others to make a common cause in its defence." 54
Madison then made a comment he would repeat later in debates on
what would become the proposed U.S. Constitution: "The Confederacy
has no common Treasury-no common troops-no common Coinno common Judicatory nor any other common mark of Sovereignty." 55
Those powers were reserved to each Canton. But he conceded as "truly
national" the "federal army, as regulated in 1668" and the existence of
"a perpetual defensive engagement against external attacks, and internal troubles," noting: "It is an essential Object of the League to preserve
interior tranquility by the reciprocal protection of the form of Government. established in each Canton, so that each is armed with the force
of the whole Corps for the suppression of rebellions & Revolts, and the
History of Switzerland affords frequent instances of mutual succors for
these purposes." 56
Similar to a demand by Anti-Federalists regarding State militias in
the coming debates on the ratification of the U.S. Constitution, Madison
noted: "On no pretext is a Canton to be forced to march its troops out
of the limits of Switzerland." And similar to the Interstate Commerce
Clause that would be adopted in the U.S. Constitution, in part to prohibit States from imposing tariffs on goods from other States, each Canton
"must allow it [merchandise] to pass thro' from one neighboring Canton
to another without any augmentation of the tolls." 57
Madison concluded with four"VICES of the [Swiss] Constitution." 58
First, "disparity in size of Cantons." That also characterized the American States then and now. Second, "different principles of Government.
in difft. Cantons." That too existed then and now in the American States,
although perhaps not as dramatically. Third, "intolerance in Religion."
Yet at that time and for many decades later, there were State-supported
54
Ibid. "By the Convention of Stantz, any member attacked has a *direct cl aim on
the succour of the whole Confederacy." Id .
55
Ibid. at p. 10.
56
Ibid.
51
Ibid. at pp . I0-11.
58
Ibid. at p. 11.
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churches, particularly in New England, although Madison and Jefferson
succeeded in banning establishments of religion in the Virginia Act for
Establishing Religious Freedom ( 1786). Fourth, Madison listed "weakness of the Union." He had the same complaint about the Articles of
Confederation, which he would seek to cure the following year in the
Philadelphia constitutional convention by drafting what became the
Constitution.
In this same period, John Adams was also studying models of confederations, including the Swiss Cantons. In his A Defense of the Constitutions of Government of the United States of America (1787), a survey of ancient and modern republics and other political models, Adams
devoted a chapter to the Swiss Cantons, dividing them into "democratical" and "aristocratical."59 Regardless of which category Adams placed
a particular canton, he noted two institutions of direct democracy: the
rights to bear arms and to vote on laws. Adams began his description of
democratical cantons with Appenzel: "It is not at all surprising, among
so much freedom, though among rocks and herds, to hear of literature,
and men of letters who are a ornament to their country."6() Of Underwald, Adams wrote: "The sovereign is the whole country, the sovereignty residing in the general assembly, where all the males of fifteen
have entry and suffrage ...." 61
While not entirely democratical, in Glaris "the sovereign is the
whole country, and the sovereignty resides in the general assembly,
where each male of fifteen, with his sword at his side, has his seat and
vote." Further, "this assembly, which is annually held in an open plain,
ratifies the laws, lays taxes, enters into alliance, declares war, and make
peace." 62 Adams continued that "governments like these, where a large
59
Adams' contribution is analyzed in Paul Widmer, "Der Einfluss der Schweiz
auf die Amerikanische Verfassung von 1787 ," Schweizerische Zeitschrift far Geschichte
(1988), XXXVIII 359. See also the condensed version by Paul Widmer, "John Adams, the
Second President of the United States, and Switzerland," Swiss-American Historical Society Review (June 2000), XXXVI, No. 2, at p. 3. As Widmer points out, Adams got most
of his information from two sources, from which he copied whole passages, often without
using quotation marks, and at times was inaccurate. Those sources were Claude Emanuel
Faber, Quarante tables politiques de la Suisse ( 1746) and William Coxe, Sketches of the
Natural , Political and Civil State of Switzerland ( 1779).
60
John Adams, A Defence of the Constitutions of Government of the United States
of America ( 1787), I, p. 23 .
6
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62
Ibid. at pp. 28-30.
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share of power is preserved by the people, deserve to be admired and
imitated." He added:
Their history is full of examples of victories obtained by small
numbers of men over large armies. In 1388 the Austrians made an
irruption into their territory, with an army of fifteen thousand men;
but, instead of conquering the country as they expected, in attacking
about four hundred men posted on the mountains at Naefel, they were
broken by the stones rolled upon them from the summit: the Swiss, at
this critical moment, rushed down upon them with such fury, as forced
them to retire with an immense loss .63

In Zug, "the sovereignty resides in the general assembly of the five
quarters, where each male person of fifteen years of age has admittance
and a voice. It assembles annually, to enact laws, and choose their magis_trates." In Switz, Adams wrote: "The sovereign is the whole country;
that is to say, the sovereignty resides in the general assembly of the
country, where all the males of fifteen years of age have a right of entry
and suffrage." Uri had similar institutions .64
Among the "Aristocratical Republics," Berne had a democratic
military system:
There is no standing army, but every male of sixteen is enrolled
in the militia, and obligated to provide himself an uniform, a musket,
powder and ball; and no peasant is allowed to marry, without producing his arms and uniform. The arms are inspected every year, and the
men exercised.65

Fribourg, Adams commented, had "more troops in foreign service
than any other canton in proportion ." 66
Soleure had the following feature of direct democracy: "There is
an annual meeting of the whole body of the citizens, in which the avoyers and banneret are confirmed in their places." In Lucerne, the people
made the most fundamental decisions: "In some few instances, such as
declaring war and making peace, forming alliances or imposing taxes,
the citizens must be assembled and give their consent, which is one
63
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check upon the power of the nobles." The general council of the republic of Geneva "is composed of all the citizens or freemen of twenty-five
years of age." 67
Adams noted that the Zlirich arsenal supposedly contained William Tell's bow and arrow, and quoted from a poem about Tell:

Who with the generous rustics fate,
On Uri's rock, in close divan,
And wing'd that arrow, sure as fate,
Whichfix'd the sacred rights of man.68
Adams noted that the Canton of Uri, birthplace of William Tell,
"shook off the yoke of Austria in 1308, and, with Switz and Underwald,
laid the foundation of the perpetual alliance of the cantons, in 1315 ." 69
The year 1315 was the date of one of Switzerland's most inspiring victories, the battle of Morgarten .
Remarks on Switzerland were not limited to the musings of political leaders such as Madison and Adams . In June 1787, an anonymous
article was widely published in American newspapers denouncing the
worship of tyrants. The article recalled William Tell's confrontation
with an oppressive ruler:
When people are once thoroughly prepared for political idolatry,
it is curious, and degrading to human nature, to think what slight qualifications are necessary to compose the object. ... The hat of Gries/er,
hoisted on a pole in Switzerland, was saluted with respectable conges by every passenger, excepting Tell, a whimsical old patriot, who
thought proper to withhold his homage .70

Under the Articles of Confederation, the American States retained
primary sovereignty; the federal power consisted only of the Continental Congress, and there was no federal executive or judicial power. The
constitutional convention which met in Philadelphia in the Summer of
1787 framed a constitution which delegated more powers to Congress,
established an executive branch headed by the President, and provided
for a judiciary. Its drafters rejected confederation models, mentioning
68
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Switzerland by name, while convention delegates who favored retention of sovereignty in the States mentioned Switzerland favorably.
Alexander Hamilton proposed a wholly central government with
unlimited powers ,71 but the scheme was not considered further. In his
speech introducing his plan and attacking the competing proposals,
Hamilton averred:
The Swiss Cantons have scarce any union at all, and have been
more than once at war with one another. How then are all these evils
to be avoided? Only by such a complete sovereignty in the general
government as will tum all the strong principles and passions above
mentioned on its side.7 2

James Madison rejected complete centralization but did not
wish to leave too much power in the hands of the States. "If we
recur to the examples of other confederacies, we shall find in all of
them the same tendency of the parts to encroach on the authority of
the whole." Madison proceeded to review " the Helvetic, Germanic ,
and Belgic, among the moderns; tracing their analogy to the United
States in the constitution and extent of their federal authorities; in
the tendency of the particular members to usurp on these authorities,
and to bring confusion and ruin on the whole." Charles Pinckney
concurred .73
Arguing that "the basis of all ancient and modern confederacies
is the freedom and independency of the states composing it," Luther
Martin, in support of an equal voice for each State , asked:
Has Holland or Switzerland ever complained of the equality of
the states which compose their respective confederacies? Berne and
Zurich are larger than the remaining eleven cantons .... Berne alone
might usurp the whole power of the Helvetic confederacy, but she is
contented still with being equal .74

George Mason, who had authored the Virginia Declaration of
Rights of 1776, proposed that the office of president under the new
constitution should consist of three persons rather than just one (ironiIbid. at p. 205.
Ibid. at p. 201.
73
Ibid. at pp. 208,236.
74
J. Elliot, Debates in the Several State Conventions ( 1836) , I, pp. 456-57 .

71

72

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss3/13

54

et al.: Full Issue

The Swiss Confederation in the Eyes of America's Founders

51

cally similar to what would become the Federal Council in the Swiss
Constitution of 1848). A single person as president had the advantages
of unity and secrecy, especially during war. Yet that was also a principle
of monarchies, which had been defeated when they invaded republics.
Republics without a single leader had advantages too: "Every Husbandman will be quickly converted into a Soldier, when he knows & feels
that he is to fight not in defence of the Rights of a particular Family, or
a Prince; but for his own .... It is this which preserves the Freedom and
Independence of the Swiss Cantons, in the midst of the most powerful
Nations." That also was the secret to the success of the Americans in the
Revolution. 75
The proposed Constitution was hotly debated. The Swiss model
was held in high esteem by the "Antifederalists" (somewhat of a misnomer), who supported civil liberties guaranteed by a bill of rights, an
armed populace instead of a standing army, and strong state powers
over federal power. "Federalists," in their quest for a centralized power,
were not enamored of the Swiss example.
James Wilson was the first delegate to the Philadelphia convention
to deliver a public speech defending the proposed Constitution, including a standing army. In response, a pamphlet entitled A Democratic Federalist called the standing army "that great support of tyrants," recalled
that the American militia defeated .the British at Lexington and Bunker
Hill, and called for "a well regulated militia." As to the ·argument that
no nation lacked a standing army, the pamphlet adduced:
. .. the example of Switzerland, which, like us, is a republic, whose
thirteen cantons, like our thirteen States, are under a federal government, and which besides is surrounded by the most powerful nations
in Europe, all jealous of its liberty and prosperity: And yet that nation
has preserved its freedom for many ages, with the sole help of a militia , and has never been known to have a standing army, except when
in actual war.- Why should we not follow so glorious an example, and
are we less able to defend our liberty without an army, than that brave
but small nation, which with its militia alone has hitherto defied all
Europe? 76
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"Cincinnatus," apparently Richard Henry Lee or Arthur Lee, wrote
in the New York Journal in November 1787 that the Grecian and Roman
republics kept no standing armies and that:
... in the free Swiss Cantons , no standing army, was ever, or is now
permitted; no, sir, in all these great and glorious republics, though surrounded with enemies, their military array was occasional, or at the
utmost, annual; nor was there formerly, nor is there now, in the Swiss
Cantons, any more appearance of strength kept up in time of peace,
than their militia gives: and yet they are free and formidable. 77

Cincinnatus renewed the attack on Wilson's advocacy of a standing army, counterpoising the Swiss militia model. Standing armies existed to serve the ambitions of rulers, were financed by oppressive taxation, and ensured the submission of the people .78
The federalists counterattacked. The Federalist No. 19, written
by James Madison with Alexander Hamilton's assistance, asserted that
"the connection among the Swiss Cantons scarcely amounts to a confederacy," adding:
They have no common treasury-no bommon troops even in
war-no common coin-no common judicatory, nor any other common mark of sovereignty.
They are kept together by the peculiarity of their topographical position, by their individual weakness and insignificancy; by the fear of powerful neighbours, to one of which they were formerly subject ....79

In The Federalist No . 43, Madison addressed the provision of the
Constitution providing that state authorities may request federal assistance in the event of domestic violence. On this occasion, he made a favorable reference to the Swiss: "Even among the Swiss Cantons , which
properly speaking are not under one government, provision is made for
this object; and the history of that league informs us, that mutual aid is
frequently claimed and afforded; and as well by the most democratic, as
the other Cantons ." 80
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Further, in The Federalist No . 46, Madison replied to the argument
that the federal government may raise a standing army to oppress the
people: "To these would be opposed a militia amounting to near half
a million of citizens with arms in their hands, officered by men chosen from among themselves, fighting for their common liberties, and
united and conducted by governments possessing their affections and
confidence." 81 The success of the militia against British troops demonstrated the point. Referring to "the advantage of being armed, which
the Americans possess over the people of almost every other nation,"
Madison continued: "Notwithstanding the military establishments in
the several kingdoms of Europe, which are carried as far as the public resources will bear, the governments are afraid to trust the people
with arms." 82 He did not, but could have, mentioned the parallel with
the Swiss Confederation, where the people were trusted with arms, e_nabling them to resist the aggression of the kingdoms of Europe.
At Connecticut's ratification convention in January 1788, Oliver Ellsworth, who had been a delegate at the Philadelphia convention, argued for
a central coercive power. He commented about the Swiss Cantons:
They are small republics, about twenty miles square, situated
among the Alps, and inaccessible to hostile attacks. They have nothing to temp an invasion. Till lately, they had neither commerce, nor
manufactures . They were merely a set of herdsmen. Their inaccessibleness has availed them . Four hundred of those mountaineers defeated 15,000 Austrians, who were marching to subdue them. They
spend the ardour of youth in foreign service; they return old, and disposed for tranquility. 83

Under the pseudonym A Virginia Planter, an Antifederalist paid
tribute to the Sister Republics in the Winchester Virginia Gazette in
March 1788:
From the examples of the introduction of the most arbitrary Forms
of Government, we may venture to declare this plan to be replete with
shackles for the free born sons of America. Every intelligent person
must know, that all the world is now groaning in a Hell of Slavery
(America and Switzerland excepted) whereby it becomes absolutely
81
82

83

Ibid. at pp . 492-93 .
Ibid.
Ibid. at p. 246.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2012

57

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 48 [2012], No. 3, Art. 13
54
November 2012 SAHS Review
necessary to consider the way the means by which they were brought
into that infernal state.84

James Monroe argued in a pamphlet that European models exemplified the need to define the federal-State balance with precision:
The Amphictionic council, Achaean, Belgic, or Helvetic confederacies were but leagues of independent states, somewhat similar to
the present one. To mark the precise point at which the powers of the
general government shall cease, and that from whence those of the
states shall commence, to poise them in such manner as to prevent
either destroying the other, will require the utmost force of human
wisdom and ingenuity.85

When the Virginia ratification convention assembled, America's
greatest political gladiators clashed . Leading the Antifederalists was
Patrick Henry, who advocated rejection of the Constitution, especially
prior to amendments which would include a bill of rights. In debate in
June 1788, Henry alluded to the Swiss to demonstrate that ratification
of sufficient other states to form the Union without Virginia would not
lead to catastrophe:
Switzerland is a Confederacy, consisting of dissimilar Governments. This is an example which proves that Governments of dissimilar structures may be Confederated; that Confederate Republic has
stood upwards of 400 years; and although several of the individual
republics are democratic, and the rest aristocratic, no evil has resulted
from this dissimilarity, for they have braved all the power of France
and Germany during that long period. The Swiss spirit, Sir, has kept
them together: They have encountered and overcome immense difficulties with patience and fortitude. In this vicinity of powerful and
ambitious monarchs, they have retained their independence, republican simplicity and valour. 86

James Madison, draftsman of the Constitution and the leading Federalist in the convention, counseled against imitation of the Swiss. He
made the exaggerated claim that the peasants of the aristocratic cantons
"are more oppressed and degraded, than the subjects of any Monarch
84
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in Europe: Nay, (almost) as much so, as those of any Eastern despot."
Aristocratical rigor and close alliance prevented dismemberment. Madison also alluded to the wars between the Cantons, averring that "there
is a schism this moment in their Confederacy, which, without the necessity of uniting for their external defense, would immediately produce its
dissolution ." 87
Patrick Henry returned to the floor. At the beginning of the Revolution, Henry's speech with the words "give me liberty or give me death"
won him the reputation as America's foremost orator. He lived up to this
reputation with the following eloquent remarks on Switzerland, which
are worth quoting at length:
Switzerland consists of thirteen cantons expressly confederated
for national defence. They have stood the shock of 400 years: That
country has enjoyed internal tranquility most of that long period.
Their distentions have been comparatively, to those of other countries,
very few. What has passed in the neighbouring countries? Wars, distentions , and intrigues. Germany involved in the most deplorable civil
war, thirty years successively-Continually convulsed with intestine
divisions, and harassed by foreign wars. France with her mighty monarchy perpetually at war. Compare the peasants of Switzerland with
those of any other mighty nation: You will find them far more happy-for one civil war among them, there have been five or six among
other nations-Their attachment to their country, and to freedomtheir resolute intrepidity in their defense; the consequent security and
happiness which they have enjoyed , and the respect and awe which
these things produced in their bordering nations, have signalized them
republicans. Their valor, Sir, has been active; every thing that sets in
motion the springs of the human heart, engaged them to the protection of their inestimable privileges. They have not only secured their
own liberty, but have been the arbiters of the fate of other people.
Here, Sir, contemplate the triumph of republican Governments over
the pride of monarchy. I acknowledge, Sir, that the necessity of national defence has prevailed in invigorating their councils and arms,
and has been in a considerable degree the means of keeping these honest people together. But, Sir, they have had wisdom enough to keep
together and render themselves formidable. Their heroism is proverbial. They would heroically fight for their Government, and their laws .
. . .Those virtuous and simple people have not a mighty and splendid
President-nor enormously expensive navies and armies to support.
No, Sir, those brave republicans have acquired their reputation no less
87
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by their undaunted intrepidity, than by the wisdom of their frugal and
economical policy. Let us follow their example, and be equally happy.as
History supported Henry's argument that the democratic and decentralized character of the Swiss polity made it stronger, rather than
weaker, militarily. Little could anyone have predicted how well this
model would serve Switzerland in the greatest conflagration of the
world, which would occur two centuries later. In 1938-41, countries
with centralized governments and strong presidents or political elites
would surrender their populaces to Hitler after a token fight or no fight
at all. The Swiss, who had no strong president or centralized ruling
class, retained the traditions of the medieval warrior-every man was
armed and ready to fight, and at every level the decision was agreed
never to surrender and to resist to the death. 89
The response to Patrick Henry's oratory was rather hollow. Edmund Pendleton changed the subject from Switzerland's five centuries
of federalism and democracy to the issue of mercenary service:
The peasants of the Swiss Cantons, trade in war-Trained in arms,
they become the mercenaries of the best bidder, to carry on the destruction of mankind, as an occupation, where they have not even resentment. Are these a fit people for our worthy farmers and planters ...?90

In the end, a compromise was reached in which the Constitution would be ratified with the promise that a bill of rights would be
considered when the first Congress convened. That took place, and the
resultant Bill of Rights, which was ratified in 1791, included two provisions bearing the imprint of Swiss influence. The Second Amendment declared: "A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms,
shall not be infringed." The Tenth Amendment provided: "The powers
not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited
by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the
people." These declarations of armed popular sovereignty and federal88
89
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ism, which were inspired in part by the Swiss model, remain part of
the U.S. Constitution today.
The federal Militia Act of 1792, which required every able-bodied
white male citizen aged 18-44 to enroll in the state militias and provide
themselves with muskets, rifles, or pistols and swords,91 would embody
those principles. In debate on the bill, Representative James Jackson
of Georgia argued that "the people of America would be highly displeased at being debarred the privilege of carrying arms .... Many
nations owe their present liberty to their original regulations on this
subject. The inhabitants of Switzerland emancipated themselves by the
establishment of a militia, which finally delivered them from the tyranny of their lords." 92 Another account of this speech noted that Jackson
argued that "the people of America would never consent to be deprived
of the privilege of carrying arms." He specified some positive historical
examples: "The Swiss cantons owed their emancipation to their militia
establishment . . .. In a Republic every man ought to be a soldier, and
be prepared to resist tyranny and usurpation, as well as invasion, and to
prevent the greatest of all evils-a standing army."93
Similarly, Representative Roger Sherman "conceived it to be
the privilege of every citizen, and one of his most essential rights, to
bear arms, and to resist every attack upon his liberty or property, by
whomsoever made . The particular states, like private citizens, have a
right to be armed, and to defend, by force of arms, their rights, when
invaded." 94
The American Republic was now founded . Before long, the Swiss
Confederation would be subjected to its first successful foreign invasion
and occupation, which would reverberate across the Atlantic .
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III. American Neutrality and the
French Invasion of Switzerland
Many Americans were initially enthused about the French Revolution in 1789, but became repulsed by its excesses. In 1793, news of
the execution of Louis XVI and France's war with Britain and Holland
caused American sympathizers to rethink the issue . A proclamation of
neutrality was issued by President George Washington . Jefferson noted
that the war between France and England "kindled and brought forward
the two parties with an ardour which our own interests merely, could
never excite."95 But later that year, Maximilien Robespierre denounced
agitators who advocated French intervention in Switzerland, and submitted a law mandating strict adherence to France's commitment of
friendship with her sister republics, the United States and the Swiss
Confederation:
Art. I. The national Convention declares, in the name of the French
people, that the constant resolution of the Republic is to appear terrifying towards her enemies, generous towards her allies,just towards
all peoples .
Art. II. Treaties that bind the French People to the United States of
America and the Swiss Cantons will be executed faithfully. 96

As European conflicts escalated, the United States resolved to remain neutral. President George Washington admonished in his Farewell
Address of 1796:
Excessive partiality for one foreign nation and excessive dislike
of another cause those whom they actuate to see danger only on one

95
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side, and serve to veil and even second the arts of influence on the
other.... Europe has a set of primary interests which to us have none
or a very remote relation. Hence she must be engaged in frequent controversies, the causes of which are essentially foreign .to our concerns.
Hence , therefore, it must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves by
artificial ties in the ordinary vicissitudes of her politics of the ordinary
combinations and collisions of her friendship or enmities. 97

U .S .-British relations suffered over the years from British impressment of American seamen and other grievances. When the U.S.
entered into the allegedly pro-British Jay Treaty, France suspended
diplomatic relations with, and pursued maritime and diplomatic struggle, against the United States. The May 1797 message to the Congress
by newly-elected President John Adams signaled the need to prepare
for war against France. Needless to say, the French took great offense.98
Foreboding the coming war in Switzerland, it was reported in the
American press that Napoleon was incensed at the Swiss' refusal to
give his troops permission to pass through their territory. "He has even
threatened to procure by force what entreaties have failed to obtain."99
In October 1797 , French agents known as "XYZ" demanded from
the American diplomats in Paris huge sums of money and support for
the war against England. The diplomats responded that the United
States had a right to remain neutral ,100 noting as an aside that "France
would probably forbid America to receive them [British diplomats] in
like manner as she had forbid Switzerland to permit the residence in
its country of a British Minister." 10 1 Being informed of the attempted
coercion, President Adams wrote to the U.S . Secretary of State: "It is
even conjectured that neither the courage the hardihood or the poverty
of Switzerland will protect it from partition." 102
French-Swiss conflict taking place in February 1798 was reported in the American press , which exclaimed: "War with Berne is
97
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inevitable."103 The city of Arau was captured by an army from Bern.
Patriots of Pays de Vaud joined the French troops marching towards
Bern. The pretext for the French attack on the Bernese was said to be the
killing of two Hussars by Swiss sentries in the village ofThierens. "The
pretended outrage is alleged by the French government as the motive
for the French troops entering the territory of Berne ... ." 104
But it was reported that the French saw the Swiss as "an enemy worthy
of their bravery." In one account, "Eighty YOUTHS of Berne defended
a narrow passage with stubborn valor.-Killed many of the enemy, and
finally perished with arms in their hands." 105
In the same period, U.S. envoy John Marshall met with a French
agent who asserted that, among other entities, "Switzerland would be
obliged to advance them money, ... and that the United States must also
advance them money or take the consequences." He averred "that the
Washington and Adams administration were entirely English." 106
At this point in American politics, the "Federalist" party led by
President John Adams did tend to favor the English and, on the domestic front, supported a stronger central government. The "Republican"
party, which was led by Thomas Jefferson and included some "Federalists" (such as James Madison) and "Anti-Federalists" from the 1780s,
had been sympathetic to the French Revolution and opposed a strong
central government.
Federalists in Congress were quick to use the French invasion of
Switzerland in support of their agenda. In March, in the House of Representatives, Federalist leader Robert Harper of South Carolina noted
that continuous attempts "had been made by France on the independence" of Switzerland, adding:
After going a variety of lengths , they effected their purpose of
driving from thence that unfortunate class of men, the emigrants, who
had been persecuted by those who had usurped all authority in France,
and who sought the rights of hospitality amongst them . New aggressions were made; they took possession of a part of the Swiss territory,
103
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and displaced their magistrates . Seeing that every submission invited
fresh insult, they united, hand in hand, took up arms, and reinstated
the magistrates who had been displaced, and resolved to live free or
die . What was the consequence of this spirited conduct? The French
withdrew from their territory, disavowed the measures of their General , and declared that they desired nothing more than to leave the
Swiss in full possession of their rights.l0 7

Harper may have been misled by initial reports of successful
Swiss resistance, and news traveled slowly across the Atlantic, but in
actuality at that time the French aggression against Switzerland was
in full sway. Harper continued that the U.S. should "take warning by
this energetic example of the Swiss. Let us now begin to resist. Let
us declare that we wish to preserve peace with all the world; that we
allow that peace is good, but that we believe independence is better;
that peace is desirable, but not at any price-and then France will relinquish her aggressions." 108 Things did not work out so fortunate for
the Swiss .
On March 8, 1798, John Marshall wrote to President John Adams
that no hope existed of resolving the differences with France consistent
with American independence . France demanded money from the United
States to be used for the prosecution of the war. 109 The letter also referred to the proposal of the Emperor of Prussia that all territory on the
left of the Rhine be ceded to France, adding:
It will probably too very much influence the affairs of Switzerland. The determination of France to revolutionize the helvetic body
has been long known. In the pais de vaud belonging to the Canton of
Berne the revolution has commenced & is completely affected under
the protection & guidance of a french army for which that little country has already paid about 800,000 livres Swiss. France has insisted on
extending the revolution throughout Switzerland. The existing governments in some of the cantons & especially in Berne declare their
willingness to reorganize their constitution on the base of an equality
of rights & a free representation, but they protest against foreign interposition & against a revolutionary intermediate government. In support of this resolution they have collected all their force & most of the
cantons which have already changed their form of government have
107
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furnishd their contingents. The mass of the people in Berne are firmly
united & seem to join the government in saying that they will to the
last man bury themselves under the ruins of their country rather than
submit to the intermeddling of foreigners in the formation of their
constitutions. Such is the present truely interesting state of Switzerland. A powerful military force is advancing upon them & at the same
time it is said that the negotiations are to be opened. The terms offered
however are supposed to be such as if accepted will place that country
in the same situation as if conquered. A revolutionary government is
insisted on.
The Swiss have observed an exact neutrality throughout the late
war on the continent & have even since the peace sought to preserve
the forbearance of France by concessions not perfectly compatible
with the rights of an independent nation .110

Marshall noted in his diary two days after he wrote the above:
"The papers announce that the troops of France & Switzerland have had
some severe encounters in which those of the latter have been worsted
& the French have entered Fribourg & Soleure. Report (which as yet
wants confirmation & indeed is disbelieved) also says that Berne has
submitted." 111
In May, the American press reported news from March that General Schauenburg announced that "he has entered Lucerne, after a most
vigorous defence on the part of the Swiss. It appears, that the women in
the neighborhood of this place, turned out in great numbers, and with
scythes in their hands, made great havock amongst the French troops." 112
Similarly, it was reported: "In proof of the valour displayed by the Bernese, we are likewise informed, that in the action near Neveneck, the
undisciplined peasantry fought with such gallant desperation that they
refused all quarter, and that they flung themselves on the ground to
prevent the French artillery from advancing." 113 By June, Americam
learned that Berne had capitulated in mid-March:
The Bernese, we understand, have submitted to the following
conditions: "The city of Berne is to maintain 4000 French foot, and
1000 horse; the inhabitants of the city, as well as the country people,
are to be disarmed; the arsenal is to be given up to the disposal of the
110
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French army; a provisional national assembly is to be substituted in
the stead of the former regency; and the Helvetic constitution received
from Paris , is to be accepted." 114

In April 1798, Congress published the XYZ dispatches, in
which French agents sought to extort bribes and loans from the United States. Public support increased for President Adams and the Federalist party, which promoted its agenda in Congress to create a navy
and standing army for war against France. 115 In a letter to Jefferson
in May, James Madison expressed shock that John Adams, formerly
" a Revolutionary patriot," supported such measures. Adams had remarked to Madison that "that there was not a single principle the
same in the American & French Revolutions," ignoring that both had
abolished royalty . 11 6
When the House of Representatives considered bills which would
provide arms for the militia and establish a standing army, 11 7 Federalist
leader Robert Harper asserted:
... that those gentlemen who spoke of the militia as being a sufficient defence for the country, he would refer to the fate of the Canton
of Berne, from which they will find that something more than spirit
or bravery is necessary. It will be seen that nothing can be effected
without discipline, for though the people of Berne, assisted by their
wives and sisters, defended themselves bravely with their scythes and
pitchforks they were mown down by the superior discipline and order of the enemy; so that for want of energy and decision in their
Government, and discipline in their troops, they were crushed and
destroyed." 11 8

Since the Federalists favored a standing army over a militia, Harper now used the Swiss example to show the inferiority of a militia, although it is difficult to imagine that the result would have been different
had the Swiss had a standing army. Representative Nathanael Macon,
a Republican, replied that Harper should have "examined the Constitu-
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tional question, instead of referring the House to the fate of Berne." He
argued that the proposed army of volunteers who would be subject to
militia duty was unconstitutional. 11 9 Representative Albert Gallatin of
Pennsylvania agreed: "A great deal had been said about the great effect
of discipline, and of the fate of Berne, which he thought was wholly
irrelevant." 120 Gallatin was originally from Geneva, had emigrated to
America in 1780, and by now had become the leader of the Republicans
in the House of Representatives. 12 1
In June 1798, Congress passed the Federalist-backed Alien and
Sedition Acts, which authorized the President to arrest and expel aliens
from the United States, and empowered the courts to suppress "sedition" by censoring newspapers and imprisoning writers. The Republicans charged that Federalist officeholders enforced the Acts to strangle
political opposition-Jefferson believed them to be aimed in part at
Gallatin personally. 122 The Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions, drafted
respectively by Jefferson and Madison, sought to declare the Acts as
contrary to the Bill of Rights and unconstitutional. 123
The Republican positions on domestic and foreign policy were
well articulated by Jefferson in a January 1799 letter as follows:
I am for relying, for internal defense, on our militia solely, till
actual invasion , and for such a naval force only as may protect our
coasts and harbors from such depredations as we have experienced;
not for a standing army in time of peace, which may overawe the public sentiment .. .. And I am not for linking ourselves by new treaties
with the quarrels of Europe; entering that field of slaughter to preserve
their balance, or joining in the confederacy of kings to war against the
principles of liberty. I am ... for freedom of the press, and against
all violations of the constitution to silence by force and not by reason
the complaints or criticisms, just or unjust, of our citizens against the
conduct of their agents." 124
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On February 25, 1799, the House of Representatives considered
the report of a committee to consider petitions signed by thousands of
citizens seeking repeal of the Alien and Sedition Acts. 125 Defending the
Acts, the committee report accused the petitioners of opposing "the
principal measures hitherto adopted for repelling the aggressions and
insults of France," including the creation of a navy and standing army
with collection of taxes to pay for them. 126 The report argued that the
constitutional rights of free speech and press were not violated by the
Act's prohibition on "libels against the Government," which were punishable by imprisonment. 127
The report included the following statement which could be said
about many periods in European history: "Unfortunately for the present
generation of mankind, a contest has arisen and rages with unabated
ferocity, which has desolated the fairest portions of Europe, and shaken
the fabric of society through the civiliz_ed world." Noting French aggression against Egypt, the East Indies, and the Ottoman Empire, the
report added: "If, however, it be asserted that the system of France is
hostile only to despotic or monarchical Governments, and that our security arises from the form of our constitution, let Switzerland, first
divided and disarmed by perfidious seductions, now agonized by relentless power, illustrate the consequences of similar credulity." 128
The irony of this argument was that the Federalists were not so
sympathetic to the institutions of Switzerland, while the Republicans,
despite their previous sympathy with the French Revolution, praised
the Swiss institutions of federalism, the militia, and neutrality. In any
event, the committee report conjured the image of French spies and
French subversion as pervading the United States, thereby necessitating
the Alien and Sedition Acts .129
Representative Albert Gallatin argued that the President had no
constitutional power to expel peaceable aliens. 130 Under the Acts, "instead of being bound by a Constitution, they claim the omnipotence of
a British Parliament," and the liberty of the press is "construed away by
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star-chamber definitions," 13 1 a reference to despotic British institutions.
The Acts, like related measures of "domestic oppression," exorbitant
taxes, and the creation of a standing army, were wrongly justified as
essential for "our general system of defence against France." 132 As for
the committee report's claim that the United States offered as easy a
conquest as Egypt, Gallatin responded: "They seem to have forgotten
that Egypt was governed and defended by Mamelukes and inhabited by
slaves; that the United States are as yet inhabited and defended by the
people themselves." 133
The Federalists refused to respond to opponents or even to debate
the issue. By a vote of 52 to 48, the majority adopted the committee report and rejected any consideration of repealing the Alien and Sedition
Acts _13 4 The Acts would expire of their own accord in 1801.
Meanwhile, throughout 1799 Switzerland would be a battleground
of the French against the allied armies of England, Austria, and Russia,
about which the American press regularly reported. 135 It was suggested:
"Should all Switzerland be conquered, they talk of convoking a congress at Bern, to give Switzerland a federal constitution similar to the
United States of North-America." 136
Perhaps the most dramatic event was the successful campaign of
Russian General Suworow through some of the most treacherous mountains of the Gotthard region. Reporting that the French had been driven
from Uri, an American newspaper stated: "The valley is as desolate as if
the plague had raged there; no farmer, no cattle, no provisions; and the
ruined cottages are quite deserted . Mount St. Gothard exhibits a dreadful sight, with its stupendous rocks, being every where besmeared with
blood, and strewed with corpses." 137
The Alien and Sedition Acts figured prominently in Thomas Jefferson's defeat of John Adams in the presidential election of 1800. In
his inaugural address in 1801, Jefferson heralded "peace, commerce,
131

Ibid. at pp . 2996.
Ibid. at pp. 3000.
133
Ibid. at pp. 3001.
134
Jbid. at pp. 3002, 3016.
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See Stephen P. Halbrook, "European History of 1799 as Seen From the USA ,"
Suworow in der Schweiz: Colloque Souvorov du bicentenaire 1799-1999 (Zurich: Thesis ,
2001), pp. 162-79.
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Maryland Gazette, Sept. 5, 1799, p. I.
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and honest friendship with all nations-entangling alliances with
none; ... a well-disciplined militia, our best reliance in peace and for
the first moments of war until regulars may relieve them; ... freedom
of religion; freedom of the press, and freedom of person ...." 138 This
reaffirmed American neutrality and adherence to the Bill of Rights.
The French would never invade the United States, but the British
did. At the same time as the Americans were resisting British depredations in the War of 1812, Switzerland in 1813 became a battleground
again in the clash between French, Austrian, and Russian forces. Both
the United States and Switzerland would emerge from these invasions ,
albeit in different circumstances, stronger than ever before in the face of
the great European powers .
In the epochs since then, both countries continued their traditions
of neutrality, although the United States departed from this tradition in
the twentieth century 139 -not voluntarily, as Pearl Harbor attests. Only
Switzerland continues to rely on a militia army, although federal and
state laws in the United States provide for an unorganized militia, and
both countries recognize the right of citizens to have arms. 140 And while
the growth of the central government in the United States ever escalates,
both of the Sister Republics maintain basic systems of federalism .
Postscript: An Issue of Federalism in the U.S. Supreme Court
In 1997 , I argued a case called Sheriff Jay Printz v. United States

in the U.S. Supreme Court on issues of federalism in which the Swiss
experience would be raised. At issue was an unfunded federal mandate
commanding state and local law enforcement officers to conduct background checks on handgun buyers. I represented local sheriffs who objected to administering federal laws, which is the job of federal employees. During oral argument in the Supreme Court, Justice Breyer asked
138

Thomas Jefferson , Writings (New York: Literary Classics of the United States,
Inc. , 1984), 494-95. For an exposition of these concepts as set forth by Tench Coxe, a
prominent Republican publicist and office liolder, see Stephen P. Halbrook and David B.
Kopel , "Tench Coxe and the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, 1787-1823 ," William & Mary
Bill of Rights Journal (Feb. 1999), VII , p. 347.
139
Phillips et al., The American Neutrality Problem (New York: H.W. Wilson Co. ,
1939), pp . 46, 56.
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See Stephen P. Halbrook , "Citizens in Arms: The Swiss Experience ," Texas Review of Law & Politics (Fall 2003), VIII, Issue I, p. 142.
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me why we do not allow the central authority to give commands to the
states, as is done in the European Union , Germany, and Switzerland.
I responded simply that we must follow our Constitution, not foreign
models. I did not want to expend my argument time explaining how
different those political entities were historically-at the time, I was
immersed in research for my book Target Switzerland, and was struck
by how Hitler's Third Reich took over the German Lander (states) and
obliterated any vestige of state sovereignty.
The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the sheriffs on the basis that
the conscription of the states to administer a federal regulatory program is beyond the power of Congress to regulate commerce among
the states and is inconsistent with the reservation of powers to the states
in the Tenth Amendment. 14 1 Writing for the Court, Justice Scalia rejected Justice Breyer's argument on the basis that we must interpret
our Constitution, not those of Europe. 142 Referring to the debates on the
Constitution in 1787-89, Scalia continued: "Antifederalists ... pointed
specifically to Switzerland-and its then 400 years of success as a 'confederate republic' -as proof that the proposed Constitution and its federal structure was unnecessary." 143 He cited, but did not quote , speeches
by Patrick Henry in the Virginia Ratifying Convention in 1788, parts of
which are quoted above in this article. 144
Justice Breyer, joined by Justice Stevens, argued in dissent that
European models in which states implement laws passed by the central
authority should counsel interpretation of the U.S. Constitution. 145 He
stated: "The federal systems of Switzerland, Germany, and the European Union, for example, all provide that constituent states, not federal bureaucracies, will themselves implement many of the laws, rules,
regulations, or decrees enacted by the central 'federal' body." 146 He did
not refer to the Antifederalists or other historical references, nor did he
explain how federalism could endure if Congress could simply hand out
commands to the States without limit, and not pay for them to boot.
14 1

Printz v. United States, p. 521, U.S. 898 ( 1997).
Ibid. at p. 921 n. I I.
143 fbid .
144
lbid., citing Patrick Henry, Speeches given before the Virginia Ratifying Convention, 4 and 5 June, 1788, reprinted in The Essential Antifederalist (W. Allen & G.
Lloyd ed. 1985), pp. 123 , 135 136.
145
lbid. at p. 976 (Breyer, J ., dissenting).
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fbid . (citations omitted).
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Yet historically, Switzerland, Germany, and the European Union
could not be more diverse. Switzerland remains the Confederation Helvetia, where the central government is limited and the Cantons retain
great sovereignty. 147 Germany has federal features today, but under
National Socialism the German Lander (States) became mere puppets
of the central Nazi authority.148 The European Union is an unelected,
centralized authority which the Swiss people deemed to threaten their
democracy and voted not to join .149
Ironically, the Sister Republics bear closer federal similarities than
one may glean from the above discussion. While the Constitution was
adopted over Antifederalist objections, the Antifederalists succeeded in
amending it with the Bill of Rights, which includes such provisions as
the Second Amendment recognition of the militia and the right to keep
and bear arms, and the Tenth Amendment reservation to the states or
to the people of powers not delegated to the federal government. To
that extent, Patrick Henry and the Antifederalists got some of the Swiss
model of federalism and democracy that they fought for.

Stephen P. Halbrook
Fairfax, Virginia

147

See Federal Constitution of the Swiss Confederation, Art. 3 ("The Cantons are
sovereign except to the extent that their sovereignty is limited by the Federal Constitution.
They shall exercise all rights that are not vested in the Confederation ."); Art. 43a ("The
Confederation shall only undertake tasks that the Cantons are unable to perform or which
require uniform regulation by the Confederation .") . Available at http://www.admin .ch/
ch/e/rs/1/101.en.pdf.
148
Hitler assumed executive power over the German States after coming to power
in 1933. Ingo MUiler, Hitler's Justice: The Courts of the Third Reich, trans . Deborah Lucas Schneider (Cambridge, Mass .: Harvard University Press, 1991), p. 33; Frederick T.
Birchall, "Hindenburg Drops Flag of Republic ," New York Times, Mar. 13, 1933, at p. 6.
The Law for the Reconstruction of the Reich of January 30, 1934, finalized the liquidation
of the power of the l.iinder (States) and consolidated power in the Reich . Reichsgesetzblatt 1934, I, S. p. 75 .
149
In 200 I , 77 .3% of Swiss voters rejected joining the European Union . http://
switzerland.isyours .com/e/faq/switzerland eu.html.
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In 1913 newly-elected
Woodrow
President
Wilson named William
Jennings Bryan to the
most prestigious cabinet post in the American government. It
seemed an odd choice,
as the Democratic party congressman, threetime presidential candidate, and popular orator
proved a poor traveler
in his early career and
rallied against America's foreign military
adventures throughout
his public life. To his
more cosmopolitan peers , The Great Commoner seemed nai:Ve when it
came to foreign policy. They pointed to comments such as those made
in 1907 , in which Bryan assured Americans that foreign travel would
increase their patriotism-that the rest of the world had little to teach
them , as proof of his backwardness. 1
Many Americans, however, shared Bryan's view of the world.
Bryan's sentiments reflected a traditionally American belief concerning
the rest of the globe that represented America's republican tradition and
a sense of God-ordained exceptionalism . Outside of commerce, most
Americans historically wanted little to do with other nations, believing
that alliances and long-term military involvement would contaminate
America's republican government and democratic culture. Wars of conquest, rather than of defense, and massive standing armies and navies
seemed in direct opposition to the great American traditions of self-determined democratic rule and limits on the use of coercion instituted by
America's founders. Bryan retained this older mistrust of foreign interventionism and remained a critic of America's imperialistic adventures
1
Daniel J. Boorstin. The Americans: The Democratic Esperience (New York:
Vintage Books, 1973) , p.515.
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under presidents McKinnley, Roosevelt, and Taft. Moreover, Bryan
embraced the optimistic Christian belief popular at the time that the
United States should lead the world in establishing a Christian-based
moral system in international law with its main focus the ideal of world
peace. 2
President Wilson did not tap Bryan for his expertise in foreign
relations. At the 1912 Democratic Party Convention Bryan effectively
blocked Wilson's opponents from the nomination, and a favor of the
type Bryan bestowed on Wilson required a plum appointment in the
president's cabinet or a prestigious ambassadorship. In addition, Wilson
needed someone familiar with Washington, D.C., politics to help him
get his domestic policy agenda through the Congress. Bryan desired to
be Secretary of State, in part because he dreamed of building a lasting
peace for the world and setting the U.S. as the Good Samartian of the
Western Hemisphere. Wilson approved of Bryan 's ideas and Bryan enthusiastically embraced Wilson's legislative vision. 3
Democrats in 1912 swept both houses of Congress and the president, therefore, enjoyed a favorable advantage, but Congressional leaders have their own agendas and American history is replete with a party
having full control of the government, yet failing to pass significant legislation. Bryan garnered support for Woodrow Wilson's New Freedom
proposals in Congress, helping to ensure passage of major legislation
that still impacts Americans, including a progressive income tax, the
federal reserve_system , and a host of business regulation. Bryan worked
hard to pass the administration's agenda, but not simply as a favor to
the president. While he felt happy to be Wilson's liaison on Capitol Hill,
Bryan viewed his efforts as fulfillirig the promises that the progressive
wing of the Democratic Party had championed in his three campaigns .4
William Jennings Bryan cut a frenetic pace in his brief stint as
Secretary of State. Between March of 1913 and his departure in June
1915, Bryan sought to secure world peace and maintain America's tra2
Fred H. Harrington, "The Anti-Imperialist Movement in the United States ,
1898-1900," The Mississippi Valley Historical Review 22:2 , Sept. 1935, pp . 211-213 ;
Charles D. Tarlton, "The Styles of American International Thought: Mahan, Bryan, and
Lippmann," World Politics 17:4, pp. 594-602.
3
Paul Johnson , A History of the American People (New York: Harper Collins
Pub ., Inc., 1997), pp . 633-634 .
4
LeRoy Ashby, William Jennings Bryan : Champion of Democracy (Boston :
Twayne Pub ., 1987) , pp . 141-144.
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Signing the Peace Treaty.

ditional isolationism, but his work was delayed or thwarted due to multiple problems around the world and his own actions that caused even
old friends to question his dedication to traditiohal republican principles. Woodrow Wilson, however, did not always allow Bryan to be the
primary driver of State Department policies. Wilson increasingly relied
on his own sensibilities or on unofficial advisors, chief among them
Edward M. House, an interventionist diametrically opposed to Bryan's
peace-focused isolationism. 5
Bryan was justifiably most proud of the "Bryan Treaties," a series of bi-lateral agreements between the United States and 30 foreign
countries that called for a "cooling off period" when disputes among
states arise and possible third-party arbitration if conflicts could not be
resolved by the two nations thereafter. The Great Commoner concluded
the first treaty with El Salvador on August 7, 1913, and it was used as a
model for the others. Bryan viewed these treaties as fulfilling God's desire for the Christian values of peace and love for others to be embedded
in public policy. The Secretary of State believed that if the United States
could conclude these treaties with all the major powers of the earth that
world peace could become a reality. His genuine trust in the inevitability of world peace was due to his faith in the spread of Christianity. In
1915 Bryan wrote, "For nineteen hundred years the gospel of the Prince
of Peace has been making its majestic march around the world, and
during these centuries the philosophy of the Sermon on the Mount has
become more and more the rule of daily life. It only remains to lift that
5
Walter LaFeber, The American Age: U.S. Foreign Policy at Home and Abroad,
2nd ed. (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1994), p. 273 .
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William Jennings Bryan , Governor Hiram Johnson and Robert Frae on the
steps outside the Governor's mansion in Sacramento , California.

code of morals from the level of the individual and make it real in the
law of nations . . . ." The principles Bryan established in these treaties
were later used in the charters for the League of Nations and the United
Nations .6
Before 1913 Bryan was most well known in foreign policy circles
as an advocate of non-intervention. He had fought against the adoption
of colonies after the Spanish-American War, the Platt Amendment that
converted an independent Cuba into an American protectorate, and the
Big Stick and Dollar Diplomacy of Presidents Roosevelt and Taft that
sought to expand American commercial and political influence throughout the Western Hemisphere. Wilson believed that order and stability
was necessary for the introduction of democracy, and his primary goals
6

The American Journal of International Law, Oct. 1913 , p. 823; Advocate of
Peace, Dec. 1915, p. 272; Kendrick A. Clements, William Jennings Bryan : Missionary
Isolationist (Knoxville: The University of Tennessee Press, 1982), pp . 65-67; James

Scott Brown, "In Memoriam: William Jennings Bryan-March 19, 1860-July 26,
1925," The American Journal of International Law 19:4 (Oct. 1925), pp . 772-774.78
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were the spread of democracy and the protection of American interests.
Bryan largely shared Wilson's enthusiasm for both goals, but in the process of putting these ideals into operation Bryan had to abandon his
cherished belief in non-intervention .
Bryan came into office desiring to establish a hemisphere-wide
non-aggression treaty, eliminate private bank loans to corrupt governments that depended on U.S. military support, and protect the sea
lanes to the U .S .-owned Panama Canal. The protection of the sea lanes,
however, undermined his other goals, as Bryan increasingly sensed the
need to protect the canal from possible European interference in nearby
countries by directly supporting pro-American governments in the region . Under Wilson, and with support from Bryan, the United States occupied or continued its presence in eight Central American or Caribbean
nations. Long a critic of government support for private bank loans for
foreign countries, Bryan was forced by Wilson to approve multiple loan
guarantees whose security was the possibility of U.S . military force.
Bryan, and Wilson, truly believed that military intervention in places
like Haiti, Mexico, and Nicaragua was ultimately a service to those
nations by way of promoting the establishment of law and order that
would one day provide the atmosphere for democracy, and pro-Ameri-

In Wind Cave , South Dakota, 350 feet below the surface at Odd Fellows ' Hall .
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William Jennings Bryan sitting at his desk.

can governments would help to secure the Canal Zone. 7 Bryan's actions
cost him support in the anti-interventionist movement and undermined
his moral authority on that issue.
The Western Hemisphere was not Bryan's only focus . Bryan
forged agreements with Japan for continuation of the Open Door Policy
in China, convinced the California legislature to ease its landowning
policy aimed at limiting Japanese ownership, and worked on the aforementioned peace treaties.
Bryan is now most remembered for his principled stand against
America's entry into World War I. When war broke out in Europe in
1914 Bryan urged Wilson to loudly declare America's neutrality to
avoid the corrupting entanglements of Europe and to ensure a continued focus on progressive domestic policies. Bryan and Wilson viewed
America's role as that of peacemaker, and Wilson declared America's
neutrality and ran in 1916 on the theme of keeping the U.S. out of the
War. Bryan also urged the president over time to not sanction private
loans to the belligerent powers, to ban Americans traveling on ships of
Selig Adler, "Bryan and WIisonian Caribbean Penetration," The Hispanic American Historical Review 20:2 (May 1940) , pp. 198-226.
7
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belligerent nations, and to press the British to adhere to neutral shipping
rights; Wilson did not follow this advice. Wilson was an Anglophile
who admired the British system and his closest advisor, Colonel House,
had been an advocate of an American-British Alliance for more than a
decade. After the sinking of the British ship Lusitania in May 1915, that
killed 128 Americans and 1,100 others, Wilson pushed for a strong note
that demanded that the Germans avoid submarine warfare, but made no
demands on the British to avoid shipping munitions on passenger ships
or uphold the rights of neutral shipping. The note shocked Bryan and he
realized that Wilson would eventually enter the war because the president was not treating the two sides equally. 8
Bryan refused to send the note on behalf of the president because
he believed it ran counter to the republican tradition of neutrality and
against the vision of America as peaceful missionary. As he could
not fulfill his duties as Secretary of State and retain his honor, Bryan
submitted his resignation to the president on June 7, 1915. In refusing to place the United States on a path toward war in Europe William
Jennings Bryan became one of the last Secretaries of State who retained
a commitment to traditional American republican principles.
Bradford Sample
Dayton, Tennessee
Sources accessed but not mentioned in footnotes:
Brown, James Scott. "In Memoriam: William Jennings BryanMarch 19, 1860-July 26, 1925," The American Journal of International
Law 19:4 (October 1925).
Bryan, William Jennings. "The War in Europe and its Lessons for
Us." The Advocate of Peace 77: 11 (December 1915).
Tarlton, Charles D. "The Styles of American International Thought:
Mahan, Bryan, and Lippmann ." World Politics 17:4 (July 1965).
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LeRoy Ashby, William Jennings Bryan: Champion of Democracy (Boston:
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Migliazzo, Arlin C. To Make This Land Our Own: Community, Identity, and Cultural Adaptation in Purrysburg Township, South Carolina, 1732-1865. University of South Carolina Press 2007. 435 pp.
$59.95 cloth. ISBN 978-1-57003-682-8
To Make This Land Our Own sets out to expand upon a growing
historiography of community studies that diverge from the more traditional Puritan, New England model. Purrysburg, South Carolina looked
a good deal different than many other communities in early America.
One of its peculiarities was the ethnic diversity of the first generation.
Many from Switzerland (with ethnic affinities leaning toward either the
French or German) and a smattering of Italians, English and Germans,
these early pioneers adhered to different Christian tenants, spoke different languages, and held different cultural norms. Such ethnic diversity
highlights a theme Migliazzo teases throughout his work.
The beginning chapters of To Make this Land Our Own revolve
around the first generations of settlers to Purrysburg . Stressing their
diverse origins, Migliazzo traces the bonds these settlers formed . Often the strongest bonds were familiar, and citizens created relationships
along ethnic lines , stressing religious identity, language, and cultural
practices. Such a diverse ethnic population underscores a central theme
Migliazzo develops after the American Revolution . As Purrysburg became increasingly enmeshed in the cotton economy, Southern ideals that
stressed the hegemony of whiteness surfaced. Purrysburg's population
did not resist blending into the larger Southern culture, some becoming
successful planters who owned slaves. But Migliazzo argues that long
standing ethnic identities did not disappear as new racial identities leapt
to the fore: "Becoming a southerner did not necessarily preclude [a]
simultaneous affinity for white ethnic identification." (308) Particularly
in backcountry communities like Purrysburg, ethnic identities persisted
through the Civil War. By supporting an argument that stresses the importance of white ethnic identity, Migliazzo takes a tentative step into
the growing studies nuancing Southern whiteness.
78
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Differing from ideals of English villages or New England's Puritan
towns, Migliazzo argues that community is less rooted in a geographical space and more defined by the relationships people create. He has
done a very nice job defining many of these vertical relationships, particularly within religious and governmental structures . And he shows
that such vertical alliances do result in the relationships that bind people
into a community. In the beginning of Purrysburg, vertical relationships
proved stronger than horizontal relationships. It was common for an
individual to tie himself more closely to a religious leader or business
partner (often a figure outside the geographic bounds of Purrysburg)
than a neighbor who may live within shouting distance . In the first generation , language and ethnicity could divide. Yet subsequent generations, Migliazzo shows, tended to build more horizontal relationships-especially as Purrysburg moved through the Antebellum era, embracing the Southern planter ethos, a cotton economy, and racially based
slavery. Vertical and horizontal relationships are central to Migliazzo's
community. And while he ties people together in terms of land deals,
business transactions, religious orientations, marriages , Revolutionary
loyalties , or even fluctuating status, it is difficult to weave the fabric of
a community without the interpersonal voices of those who lived in the
community. The vibrancy of personal relationships-the voices from
the community- is often lacking in the book. Migliazzo recognizes this
quirk. But there is little he could do to rectify this problem without
stretching his sources and putting words into the mouths of otherwise
muted characters. His sources are limited . With all his meticulous scouring of archival records there still remains a complete lack of journals,
diaries, and very few personal letters. The result is a stale community,
one that lacks personalities ... and a book that can be tough to read, as the
genealogical minutia is ever present. Still, it remains remarkable that
Migliazzo could reconstruct such an interwoven network of relationships. It seems impossible that the research missed any sources, and
scholars of the Southern backcountry or community studies will find his
work a valuable mine.

Michael Dondzila
University of Delaware
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Marc H. Lerner. A Laboratory of Liberty: The Transformation of
Political Culture in Republican Switzerland, 1750-1848. (Studies in
Central European Histories.) Leiden/ Boston: Brill, 2012. Pp. xvi,
371. Hardback, $136.
Few nation states embody ideals of freedom and liberty like Switzerland. Embedded within a complex European context while maintaining internal diversity, this Alpine nation with an intricate history remains
a powerful case study for historians interested in revolutionary Europe ,
republicanism, and political modernity. Marc H. Lerner now adds the
newest analysis to this broader field. In his view, "the Swiss case is
important to the overall project of examining the origins of modern political liberty precisely because of the mixed and blended discourses
that resulted from the pragmatic discussions found in republican Switzerland" (8). Rightfully describing Switzerland between 1750 and 1848
as a "laboratory of liberty," Lerner aims to illuminate "the emergence
of modern political liberty in Europe and the modern federal state in
Switzerland" (3). His focus on the three cantons Zurich, Schwyz, and
the Pays de Vaud provides Lerner with unique possibilities to compare
trends and discourses; his use of "controversialist" methodology (22)
and his reliance on a wide array of pamphlets and journals to "reveal the
fault lines that existed within the Old Confederation and Europe" (11)
gives his analysis a sound empirical basis . These aspects provide sufficient evidence and "open a window onto the origins of modern political
society" (13).
Within three coherently organized parts Lerner highlights major
debates, shifting discourses, and overlapping ideas within the three cantons; he also contextualizes his analysis thus staying true to his objective
of moving beyond a national history. Though following a chronological
order, Lerner organizes his chapters along "spikes in the numbers of
[ ... ] political pamphlets" (24). In Part I Lerner focuses on ideological
origins of revolutionary events and political debates surrounding the
foundation of the Helvetic Republic . According to Lerner, "a mental
revolution" or "ideological shift" (71) is apparent before the revolutions
of the late eighteenth century. Whereas Lerner relates his analysis to
enlightenment discussions about political authority, republicanism, and
liberty, he notes that the widespread appeal to popular sovereignty and
public opinion are key in this slow and ambivalent transformation . The
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss3/13
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author rightfully expands this storyline with the collapse of the Helvetic
republic, noting, "the ambivalence and ambiguity of the Swiss path continued" (133) . Building on these findings in Part II, Lerner then concentrates on the "regeneration of a constructed past" (135) . Apart from
discussing the right to self-rule within this context, the author outlines
visions of political society in inner Switzerland. For Lerner, it is the
inclusion of the Ziirichputsch that sets the stage for "a federal solution
to the problems of revolution, popular sovereignty and political liberty"
(261), all aspects troubling Switzerland since the late eighteenth century: In Part III Lerner finally discusses "national accommodation" (263) .
While again emphasizing influences beyond revolutionary France,
Lerner concludes by contextualizing and embedding his analysis in the
revolutions of 1848. He thus achieves his objectives and outlines how
the " melding of radical and less radical strains ultimately produces the
historically modern citizen" (6) in Switzerland.
Lerner's volume sheds new light onto Switzerland as the "laboratory of liberty." Though highly ambitious in its claims to be a local,
transnational, national, and comparative history, Lerner makes the best
use of his sources to amply support all of these qualities. Rooted in extensive research in various Swiss archives, his emphasis on public opinion adds a valuable piece and moves the volume beyond conventional
intellectual histories. His focus on controversies sustains this attempt,
while an emphasis on three cantons gives detailed insights into the disputes of the time. Adding some more cultural shades, references to popular culture , or other methodological nuances might have strengthened
the volume and helped it advance further beyond upper class male narratives. In the end, it remains the strength of this volume that Lerner attempts to contextualize and compare the events within Switzerland and
a larger European context. These aspects make Laboratory of Liberty of
use to scholars well beyond the field of Swiss history.

Martin Kalb
Northern Arizona University
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Jill Fehleison. Boundaries of Faith: Catholics and Protestants in the
Diocese of Geneva. Kirksville, Missouri: Truman State University
Press, 2010. 272 pages. ISBN: 978-1935503118. $48.00 US.
In Boundaries of Faith: Catholics and Protestants on the Diocese of Geneva, Jill Fehleison structures the discussion of Reformation Catholicism around national, Confessional, denominational, and
geographic lines. The primary focus of the work is the internal politics
of the Catholic Church in the aftermath of the Council of Trent as the
church attempted to adjust to, and respond to, a strong Protestant presence at Geneva. The discussion is couched in terms of the new political
boundaries around France, Savoy, Geneva, and the Pays de Gex, the
Catholic response to the Reformed presence in the area, and to the reform of both the clergy and the laity which resulted from the promulgation of the work of the Council of Trent.
Fehleison uses a unique source, in the records of pastoral visitations by diocesan leaders to individual churches in the region around
Geneva, and uses those documents to reflect on the development of a
Catholic response to the Reformed incursions into the area. A particularly valuable part of the book is the analysis of relative Catholic and
Reformed proselytization techniques. Fehleison points to fundamental
theological and ecclesiological beliefs as the roots of the differences
and traces the differences in the practice of rhetoric, of public spectacle ,
of the role of the pastorate, and of interactions with the community at
large.
Despite the title of the book, Fehleison concludes that boundaries were difficult to conceptualize and to define precisely. She points
frequently to permeability in presumed boundaries between political,
cultural, and religious identities. This allowed residents of those regions
to adapt themselves to changes between French and Savoy control and
between Catholic and Reformed churches. The residents of the region
Pays de Gex were possessed of a strong identification with local units
of government and of religion. This allowed putative changes in leadership to have little effect on their day-to-day life or on their personal
understandings of themselves.
Fehleison argues that previous work in the field has oversimplified
Catholic interactions with the Protestant and Catholic Reformation, and
that the importance of local expression has been overlooked in favor
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss3/13
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of a less nuanced transnational understanding. Using various church
records, including, most intriguingly, accounts of the pastoral visitations made by diocesan leaders to local churches, Fehleison argues that
Trent had significantly less effect than has been previously imagined.
She points to the continuation of local customs in the Mass and in the
placement, care for, and services around local holy places, despite external pressures to conform to an internationally accepted standard of
Catholicism.
The book is well-written, engaging, and, in its discussion of Roman Catholic reaction to the Reformed movement into its political,
ecclesiastical, and cultural territory, addresses a topic that is often overlooked. The only quibble that I had with the book was there seemed to
be two distinct discussions present. The first half of the book dealt with
interactions between opposing factions: between France and Savoy and
between the Catholic and Reformed Churches. The second half of the
book dealt with Catholic reforms, or at least reform attempts, following
he Council of Trent. While both sections of the book were excellent and
vhile both were related to Trent and the Catholic Counter-Reformation,
t felt as if there was a lack of a singular thesis or argument to tie the two
talves convincingly together.
Hannah Schultz
Central Michigan University
schull h@cmich.edu
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Werner Rothweiler, Magdener Familien 1600-1875 und ihre Stammbaume. Magden, [Kt.Aargau]: Spam Druck+Verlag, 2011.
This large-size and attractively crafted book is the result of impressive and expert genealogical research undertaken by Werner Rothweiler, a retired chemist. The work deals with the agricultural village
Magden located in the Fricktal that had been part of Upper Austria until
1803 when it became part of the Swiss Canton Aargau. On 24 January
2004, 1200 years to the day when the first known document concerning
Magden was dated, the author presented to the people of Magden a history of their village. His new book complements that work and is in the
form of a "microhistorical demography" a study of Magden 's 65 family
units that are featured since 1600 in the parish books, that is in the registers of baptisms, marriages, and deaths; they include no less than "a
total of 1670 individual families and some 6570 children"(5) .
The author divided the study into six units. The first (1-145) offers the genealogical trees of the families for the years 1600-1875 and
is followed by a listing of the bailiffs and of the jurors of the court at
Magden (147). The third unit features the village's historical demography for the years 1611-1875 (149-175) and is followed by a list of
emigrants (177-185), then of soldiers in foreign service (187-192) . The
book concludes with a detailed description of the ecclesiastical records
of the village.
In Part One the 65 family trees of the people of Magden are given
that serve those involved in genealogical research and are presented in
lucidly arranged charts. Besides the purely genealogical data, however,
the author has also added suggestive comments that sometimes an entry provides. For Anton Biirgi, for instance, born 1810, we read: "Son
Albert, born 1867 from a second marriage, emigrated 1888 to California. In the same year he, together with Martin Obrist and Matthli Miiller, sends a letter with two dollars included from Sacramento to the
Magdener sharpshooter comrades. On 13 March 1892 he is with others
the founder of the Helvetia Society." Albert marries, has two daughters,
works as a brewer, but loses his occupation because on 16 January 1920
Prohibition, that is the banning of all alcohol consumption, sets in. Albert Biirgi then finds employment in a department store and does also
some work for the Swiss Consulate in San Francisco relating to Sacramento. He dies 20 May 1940 (p. 15).
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol48/iss3/13
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Other comments relate to the origin of people from outside of
Magden or Switzerland or give a pastor's comment, as for instance for
Anton Kaufmann. He is labeled "inhonestus iuvenis," a dishonest young
man, and his seventeen years older wife Verena Oberst is characterized
as being "impudica," improper (p. 53). (Such comments by a clerical
chronicler must however be treated with caution in that they derive at
times from personal dislikes.) The author also comments about individual family units; he points out for instance that the "Ltitzelschwab
are one of the largest family groups . Between 1611 and 1875 there were
119 [Ltitzelschwab] families and 517 births" (61). As to an individual
family , in the genealogical tree of the Ltitzelschwab -1.2 there is this
entry on Johann Baptist Ltitzelschwab born 1824: " (4 children: 1 married son, 2 sons who died before age 18, 1 married daughter) . In 1865
he emigrated with wife a+ 3 children to the USA . On the Bremen boat
Energie from Antwerp to New York, arrival 3 August 1865. First settled
near St. Louis, Missouri, then in Granite City, Illinois, north of St. Louis
where he was a respected farmer. From 1892 until his death in 1916 he
was living on the farm of his son Jacob in Millstadt 5 miles south of
[East] St. Louis" (64).
The chapter titled "Historische Demografie Magdens 1611-1875"
(149-175) offers a concise analysis of the data and was previously published in Jahrbuch: Familienforschung Schweiz. Vol. 37 (2010): 17-56.
Themes such as age at first marriage, childlessness, number of children, infant mortality, life expectancy, family size, emigration and its
impact on population size, are explored with expert precision as they
are reflected in the genealogical charts . The chapter thus provides an
overview of Magden's socio-demographic traits . The author observes
that 6 of the 65 family groups represented half of the village's population and he analyzed those six groups most extensively. A fourth chapter
that lists emigrants for the years 1781-1880 (pp. 177-185) gives the
year of departure, the family name of the husbands, their first name,
year of birth, the name of their spouses (with year of birth if known),
the names and birth-year of the children , and the emigrants' destination.
Unfortunately the sources provide information about the latter mostly
only in generical with terms such as "Algeria" or "America". Chapter
Five deals with the Magden soldiers in foreign service (pp . 187-182). It
lists 22 individuals between married man Caspar Hauss, born ca. 1585
who was in Austrian service in the Thirty Years War, and the single
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2012
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Jacob Eugen Liitzelschwab, born 1825, who had deserted his regiment
and died imprisoned in Rome in 1855 . For the non-initiated also the last
chapter of the book is of great value since it describes Magden's ecclesiastical records ( 195-203), the basis of the data presented, and they are
typical also for other parishes.
Werner Rothweiler's study thus offers a wealth of professionally
analyzed and lucidly presented genealogical and demographic data that
give documented insight into the history of a village of the Fricktal.
For those not specialized in genealogy or demography but interested in
pursuing such fields, the book may serve as a valuable primer since the
work is a model of research, analysis, and presentation.

Leo Schelbert, Professor Emeritus
University of Illinois at Chicago
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Kurt 0. Wyss-Labasque. PARADISE BIRD IN THE GOLDEN
CAGE (Paradiesvogel im goldenen Kaefig) 334 pages, bound Swiss
francs 39.00 / Euros 29.80 ISBN 978-3-7273-1307-6.
Ambassador Kurt 0. Wyss began his diplomatic career in 1972,
profiting in Geneva of the experiences of the well known American diplomat Georg.F. Kennan. The Swiss writer Friedrich Duerrenmatt once
said: 'Who writes will always get the own chaos and the one of the
world in order'.
As diplomatic trainee, Wyss made his first diplomatic experience
in then socialist Poland where he made his first experiences at the Swiss
Embassy in socialist Varsaw where his job was to study the relations
with the then communist states in Eastern Europe.
Later on, as Swiss diplomat, Wyss spent a number of years in
Jakarta, the capital of Indonesia. Still in Bern, State Secretary Albert
Weitnauer told him: 'Try to find what sticks behind the smile of the
Indonesians: In Indonesia, even the Swiss watches tick differently!'
Mexico followed with the occupation of the Swiss Embassy, and
an economic crisis. Wyss describes his posting in Mexico as not too
happy, even though he found Mexico to be a fascinating country.
His assignment was in the then Political Department (today Swiss
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs) where Wyss finally had to be
rescued by the Foreign Minister to escape problems with his superior.
In 1987, Wyss was offered to be transferred to Panmunjom as head
of the Swiss Delegation to the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission (NNSC) which still exists. For family reasons, this transfer was
however not realized. Instead, a short mission to Jordan followed where
he also met Yasser Arafat.
Wyss was then nominated as the first Swiss Ambassador to the
Republic of Singapore. He and his family thoroughly enjoyed this post.
As a side accreditation, he was also competent for the small State of
Brunei Darussalam where he and his wife met the Feudal Prince Sultan
Haji Hassan al-Bolkial.
The Wyss' were then transferred to Damascus, Syria where President Hafez-al-Assad was already the ruler. His main function in Syria
was to watch the Syrian-Israeli relations.
Back in Bern, Wyss was assigned a job which he would never have
wished but in which he was very successful: He had to create a DiploPublished by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2012
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matic Inspection post in Bern. The long existing Consular Inspection
was combined with the new diplomatic inspection team which was then
called Diplomatic and Consular Inspectorate.
This 323-page book is most interesting for German language readers, and highly recommended to them.
About the Author:
Kurt 0. Wyss-Labasque (*1939) grew up in Burgdorf, Switzerland. He studied in Bern and London. The promoted Anglist joined the
Diplomatic Service of the Swiss Confederation. Since Wyss retired, he
and his French wife basically live in France.
Fred Jenny
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Henry Hotze. Three Months in the Confederate Army. Ed. Richard
Barksdale Harwell. 1952. Reprint, Tuscaloosa: The University of
Alabama Press, 2004. Pp. xxv, 83 pp $12.00 paper. ISBN: 978-08173-5055-0.
As scholars commemorate the sesquicentennial of the American
Civil War, it remains vital to consider the words of that era's contemporaries. Zurich-born Henry Hotze's Three Months in the Confederate
Army is a particularly noteworthy example of valuable primary source
material, though one with an unusual dual purpose. On the surface, it is
the chronicle of a soldier's experiences during the heady early days of
the war. Digging deeper, Hotze's work represents a piece of Confederate propaganda designed to glorify southern esprit de corps and endear
a foreign public to the South's bid for independence. Indeed, readers
will find the work difficult to place along the spectrum stretching from
factual account to stylized proselytism. When taken in context, however, one may appreciate the work for the interesting niche it was designed to fill at the time-a sympathetic, even chimerical, portrayal of
the Confederate cause whose advocates desperately sought allies across
the Atlantic .
Henry Hotze served the Confederacy briefly as a private in an Alabama company at the outbreak of hostilities. Recognized for his intellectual and organizational capacities, Hotze was tapped by the South's
fledgling government to serve as a commercial agent in London, charged
with the ulterior tasks of countering the North's propaganda machine in
England and bringing British public opinion on the side of the Confederacy in its bid for independence. Hotze utilized notes taken during his
stint in the army to construct this series of anecdotal sketches published
serially in 1862 in his London-based newspaper, The Index.
Before delving headlong into Three Months, readers must be well
aware of what the work is not. Hotze cautions readers not to expect
"battles and sieges and hair-breadth escapes." Instead, he recounts
events associated with the early development of the Mobile Cadets and
its parent regiment, the 3rd Alabama Infantry, from April to June 1861.
En route to the front lines in Virginia, Hotze and his comrades experience the thrill of encountering doting southern belles , the "log rolling"
associated with officers' elections , the onerous challenges of drill, and
the solemnity of the unit's official mustering in . He continues by dePublished by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2012
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tailing the Confederate occupation of Norfolk in Spring 1861, social
bonding in camp, and the difficulties of enduring "week after week in
compulsory idleness."
There are limitations to this work, particularly for enthusiasts of
Swiss-American history who may find themselves disappointed . At first
glance, one might expect the book to elicit a struggle of identity for
Hotze-a Swiss-born operative in England, advocating the lifestyle
and institutions of the American South. In fact, Hotze never once mentions his Swiss roots or emigration (most documentation of this has
been lost to history) . Apparently naturalized at an early enough age to
avoid feelings of "otherness" in the highly stratified society of Mobile,
Hotze's writing is deeply engrained with notions of southern gentility
and white, upper-class superiority. His decidedly elitist prose was likely
to appeal to conservative, aristocratic Britons whose sympathies more
naturally favored the South. For example , Hotze seemingly ignores his
Swiss birth as he denigrates the German, Irish, and other European-born
soldiers that pervaded Union ranks . "Instead of being the scum of every
foreign clime," boasts Hotze, "we are the representatives of the best
families in the land."
Although the late Richard Barksdale Harwell , accomplished
scholar and editor of Three Months, should be given ample credit for
discovering the value of the work and bringing it to print, the reader
interested in an analysis of the propagandist's life and cosmopolitan
status in the Confederate service would be better served examining
more recent scholarship on Henry Hotze. When Harwell compiled his
biographical introduction for the original volume in the 1950s, he was
reliant upon a handful of masters' theses that appeared in the previous
decade. As this section of the book was not updated in the 2004 reprint,
it reads as rather outdated and provides only a cursory glance at Hotze 's
background . For example, little is mentioned of Hotze's lifelong work
to bring scientific racism into the intellectual mainstream. For a fuller account of Hotze's life, readers should complement Harwell's slim
volume with fresh scholarship, particularly Lonnie A. Burnett's edited
work, Henry Hotze, Confederate Propagandist (2008).
Three Months in the Confederate Army nonetheless occupies a fascinating place in the historical conversation. The work fits nicely into
the emerging body of literature that seeks to establish a transnational
context for America's greatest crisis. Likely more useful for. the Civil
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War scholar than the Swiss-American enthusiast, the account represents
the innovative, but ultimately futile, lengths which one man was willing to go in securing his adopted land's dream of independence and the
perpetuation of its notorious institutions.

Jonathan D . Neu
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Switzerland Calling!
The Embany of Swltzatland In Wuhington, D.C.

lune 2012

Dear Friend of Switzerland,
Welcome to the Embassy of Switzerland 's e-newsletter, designed to inform you of the many things uniquely Swiss! As
always, we welcome your comments at was. info@eda.admin.ch and thank you for subscribing.
Not currently receiving our newsletter via e-mail? Sign up here.

C Democracy & Government
Supporting Democratic Transition in Libya
a Innovation

Protective Vest With Built-in NC
C Olympic Summer Games In London

Switzerland's Olympic Hopefuls
The House of Switzerland
Athletic Apparel
Olympic Games in Switzerland?
0

Lifestyle

Swiss Chef and Restauranteur Named Best Chef in America
Jeff Koons at Fqndation Beyeler

C For Swiss Abroad
More than 700,000 Swiss Nationals Registered Abroad

+ Editorial
Dear Reader,
For more than two decades, Virginia Tech's association with Switzerland has created in U.S.
students an appreciation of the art, architecture, history, and languages of Europe at Riva
San Vitale's Villa Maderni. Called the Center for European Studies and Architecture, the
campus is slated for renovations in fall 2012 including new classrooms, a dining room , and an
architecture studio.
In Switzerland, Virginia Tech has research and education projects in the areas of business
policy as well as tropical diseases and public health (malaria). As well, Virginia Tech bolsters
its strength in hospitality-and-tourism curricula via joint faculty research and student projects with Ecole h0teliere de
Lausanne; the partnership dates to 1995. A formal student exchange program exists with Padagogische Hochschule
Zurich, started in 2009, encouraging publication-sharing and the organizing of joint research .
Bern and Geneva are formal study-abroad sites for Virginia Tech students. In Lugano, an international business course
runs each year from January through April with travel to European capitals as well as classes in marketing research
and consumer behavior. Collaborations at Universita della Svizzera italiana include a program in health marketing, with
students taking courses at both universities. In a program at the Blacksburg, Va ., campus, Virginia Tech hosts Swiss
teachers for three weeks each summer in a 10-year-old program that focuses on multicultural societies, ecology, and
economics.
Seven-year-old Global Perspectives is also an example of strong ties. The program connects graduate students from
Virginia Tech with counterparts from Switzerland's Universitat Basel; students travel to universities in Virginia,
Switzerland, France, and Italy to study how teaching and learning take place at universities in Europe and the U.S.
Switzerland is host to Virginia Tech's most academically comprehensive and largest international footprint.
Sincerely,

Dr. Charles W. Steger
President Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
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+ Democracy & Government
Supporting Democratic Transi tion in Libya

Libya is approaching a key moment in its democratic transition. The elections for
the Public National Conference will be held in Libya on June 19, 2012, and the
voter registration process started on May 1, 2012. Switzerland is supporting the
Libyan High Electoral Commission by co-funding the purchase of very essential
tools for all elections: the ballot boxes and voter education training.
Voter education is a crucial challenge in the process. The Libyan High Electoral
Commission has circulated voter education materials nationwide. But it remains
challenging to reach all potential voters in a tight time frame . Switzerland was able
to step up to the plate and offered voter education training for trainers. The
multipliers were found in the Public Scout and Girl Guide Movement of Libya. The
Eleclioos registration in Libya.
Boy Scout movement has played a crucial role in public services since the
democratic transition began: they have cleaned streets, distributed food and
medicine, unloaded aid shipments, provided first aid to the injured and much more .
The training for 3,500 scouts from the Public Scout and Girl Guide Movement of
Libya provided those young hopeful Libyans with basic information on the upcoming elections .
C go to top

+ Innovation
Protective Vest With Built-in A/C
Why do we like The Avengers-recently back in the movies--lron Man, Captain
America , Thor and The Incredible Hulk? Despite their superhero guises, they have
a civilian nature which in theory makes it possible for us humans to show ourselves
as superheroes at some point. Until then, we must rely on equipment to perform in
\
extreme situations and protect us from harm. Police operations can become
excruciating in warm weather conditions, especially when wearing a bullet-proof
vest in addition to a uniform and other protective gear. Empa, the interdisciplinary ' ,.,.
research and services institution for material sciences and technology
development within the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, ETH, together with
Unico swiss lex GmbH, has developed a «smart» protective vest with an integrated
cooling system. The vest is meant to be worn under a uniform shirt. The Zurich city
police force tested the vest and gave the new innovation the thumbs up.
Smart AC ve st by SWiss Federal
Institute ofTechnology

MORE ABO UT TH IS A RTIC L E
■

More about th e Protecti ve Ves t
C go to top

+ Olympic Summer Games in London
Switzerland's Olympic Hopefuls
The last team members still have to be selected, but the Swiss Olympic team is
almost complete. From July 27 to August 12, 2012, the 30th Olympic Games will
take place in London and approximately 100 Swiss athletes (about 600 for the
U.S.) will go for medals. The bar is high since the Swiss team brought home two
gold medals, five bronze medals and thirteen diplomas from the last summer
games in Beijing.
Switzerland will be representednot only by hopeful athletes, but also by The House
of Switzerland, the official Swiss hospitality center at the Olympic Games. Glaziers
Hall near London Bridge will be the center of a vibrant Swiss presence. The
spacious site will be transformed into an area with cultural, gastronomic and

v,.,.,, on Cathedral Square at the
Hou se of Switzerland UK 2012.
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sports-related experiences for all visitors.

MORE ABOUT THIS ARTICLE.
■

Like Team Switzerl and on Facebook
Visit The House of Switzerland online

■

C go to top
Th e Hou se of Switzerland

A rich cultural program awaits visitors to The House of Switzerland. Promising young artists have been invited to
present Switzerland's very diverse music scene to an international public in London. The Swiss food industry will also
benefit from The House of Switzerland. Mosimann's, the renowned London-based Swiss restauranteur will serve
Swiss specialties with ingredients from selected Swiss producers to visitors at three different restaurants . Symposiums
and exhibitions organized with partners on themes including game design, graphic design, professional education and
the life sciences will focus on Swiss innovations and promote existing and future cooperation between the U.K. and
Switzerland .
C go to top
Athlet ic Apparel
Team Switzerland will be dressed in the colors of the Swiss flag, red and white. Some pieces come in a light gray and
accentuate the look. All items are emblazoned with two national symbols, the cross and an apple, transfixed by an
arrow. This symbol stands for our national hero William Tell , who was able to give his maximum performance under
extreme circumstances: shooting an arrow through an apple placed on his son's head .

The Olympics apparel and clothing for Team Switzerland at the London 2012 Summer Olympic Games features a
selection of T-shirts, sweatshirts, hoodies, sneakers, flip-flops and accessories such as sunglasses, wallets and bags.
Wear it, too.
t.tORE A.BOUT TH I$ ARTI CL E

• Read the storv about Tell's apple
■

See the athletic apparel
C go to top

Olym pic Games In Switze rl and?

Will Switzerland ever host the Olympic Games again after the 1928 and 1948 games held in Switzerland? In
December 2011 , the XX/V Olympic Winter Games Grisons 2022 committee was officially formed . By the summer of
2013, Switzerland would need to submit its formal application to the International Olympic Committee. It's still an
Olympic distance marathon to get there: the Swiss executive branch of government (Federal Council) would need to
give its formal approval to move forward and then the idea would be put up for a vote in the two host cities St. Moritz
and Davos. If the idea passes those votes, the Swiss Parliament would need to approve the budget for the application .
MORE ABOUT THIS ARTICLE

■

2022 Olvmoic Games Committee (German French and Rumaotsch Grischun only}
C go to top

+ Lifestyle
Sw iss C hef and Restau ranteur Named Best Chef in A merica

Swiss-born Daniel Humm won the James Beard Foundation 's outstanding U.S.
chef award on May 7, 2012. Humm, 35, is among the youngest winners of this
most prestigious U .S . culinary award . The Foundation recognized his innovative

menu and superb service at his New York City restaurant Eleven Madison Park.
Eleven Madison Park also holds 3 Michelin stars among other accolades. Read
our interview with the decorated chef and restauranteur.

Executive Chef and Restauranteur
Daniel Humm
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What part of your success do you owe to solid training in Switzerland?
That is difficult to say. Different elements left their mark. The apprenticeship I had
was very good. During an apprenticeship, you are still very young. You are shaped
by it and learn discipline. At an early age , I worked on farms and in restaurants and
picked up a great deal there. However, my mother shaped me the most. She
always cooked at home . She bought directly from the producers, from the farmers.
That is how I learned what a good product is and how to appreciate it; that you don't simply shop at the supermarket,
but that it makes a difference whether you go to a specialist, to the butcher, to the farmer who specializes in carrots or
fruit.
That high regard for the product is also reflected in your menu. You cook with sixteen ingredients, four of which are
selected by the guest.
We always give priority to the product and also to the idea that "less is more." The product is the main component of
the dish and everything else that is on the table must make that one product even better.
Do you see differences in gastronomy between Switzerland and the U.S.?
We have extremely talented people here in New York. What I see here in the U.S. are people who see their chance for
success in gastronomy. They work extremely hard, do not earn very much, have almost no vacations. In Switzerland ,
although the people receive good training, I have the impression that many young people are no longer willing to work
really hard . The work ethic here is enormous and that impresses me again and again. Everyone who works here has a
higher goal in mind and the common goal of success; nobody is only here to have a job. One must never think that one
is more important than others. If one takes oneself too seriously, it spoils the success.
Do guests in the U.S. differ from guests in Switzerland?
New York is very international. We have people from all over the world. Sixty percent of our guests come from other
countries, Asia, South America, Europe, from everywhere. I have never noticed a difference.
The James Beard award was created to recognize and preserve American food history and traditions. What is your
inspiration and are you setting a new trend?
Eating at our level is like fashion. Styles or trends change again and again. A couple of years ago, with molecular
cuisine the technical aspect was foremost, recently the product is foremost again. Irrespective of that, at Eleven
Madison Park we concentrate on culinary diversity and New York's culinary traditions. There are so many traditional
New York dishes, baked goods, cuts of meat, drinks, combined with an endless number of places with a culinary
history, from the deli to cooking on the beach to the Meatpacking District. New York is endless and we create from that.
We spent an enormous amount of time at the New York Public Library and studied the city, its history and traditions.
We are in a historic building with a view of Madison Square Park and the Flatiron Building and feel obliged to the
history of New York. New York is reflected in our ingredients and in our dishes. We think our dining experience makes
sense only in New York.
Do you have a gastronomic model?
Yes , Michel Bras from Laguiole in France . For my generation, he was the first chef who made everything differently
even though he used classic techniques. His cookbook, which came out in the mid-'90s, was very important and
inspiring to me. Even if I look at the book today, he was far ahead of his time.
You yourself have published a cookbook, too. How is ii going?
We are very satisfied. We are just printing the third edition. The book will also come out in German in the fall.
Mr. Humm, thank you for the interview.
IAORE ABOUT THIS ARTICLE
■

Eleven Madison Park Website

CJ go to top
Jeff Koons at Fondation Beyeler

The Fondation Beyeler is presenting the first Jeff Koons exhibition ever held at a Swiss museum. The American artist
is best known for works that challenge the conventional distinction between art and kitsch. The exhibition runs until
September 2, 2012.
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+ For Swiss Abroad
More than 700,000 Swiss Nation als Reg istered Abroad

Ten percent of Swiss nationals live outside of Switzerland according to the 2011
statistics for Swiss abroad. The vast majority of expats live in Europe. The third
largest expat community is in the U.S.: almost 11% (75,637 people) of all Swiss
abroad live in the U.S.
c:l go to top

0'9"nization of the Swiss Abroad
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This newsletter is produced by the Embassy of Switzerl and in Washington DC , at 2900 Cathedral Ave NW, Washington, DC,
20008, in cooperation with our consulates in ~ - ~ - New York. Los Angeles and San Francisco.
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Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
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